
Th e Buck eye  Back ch eck
Ne w sle tte r of th e  Colum bus  Ch apte r of th e  Piano Te ch nicians  Guild

Volum e 33     Issue  8     Septem ber 2008

FRO M  TH E PTG CH ICAGO  CH APTER
Pleas e  s e e  w w w .w h olepiano.com  for inform ation 
about th e  Central East Regional Conference , 
O ctober 10-11.  Be sure  to perus e  th e  list of 
Exh ibitors  provided.  Pleas e  note : th e  h otel 
w ebs ite  (a link  is  provided on th e  Regional 
w ebs ite) h as  driving directions  and a m ap of th e  
h otel location.
Note: th e Early Registration deadline h as  be en 
extended until Septem ber 15.

BUTTS AND FLANGES FRO M  TH E PICNIC
Th ank s  again to Bryan H artzler and h is  fam ily for 
h osting th e  August picnic. W e didn't h ave an 
official m eeting, but I w as  able to listen in on a 
couple of intere sting conversations . Th ere  are  
m any subjects  on w h ich  piano tech nicians  can talk  
endles sly, one  of w h ich  is  h am m ers . Th ere  are  
th os e  w h o sw ear by Ste inw ay h am m ers , and th e re  
are  th os e  w h o sw ear at th em . Th e  bottom  line  is  to 
be  s ens itive to w h at k ind of sound th e  custom er 
w ants  in a s et of new  h am m ers , and us e  your 
experience , and th e  learned advice  of our 
colleague s , to buy th e  appropriate  one s . Th en also 
us e  th at w isdom  to treat th e  h am m er felt to get to 
th e  de s ired sound. A s et of h am m ers  th at sound 
pow erful and project in a concert s etting w ill 
probably sound m addeningly h ars h  in a h om e . 
Th en, it tak e s  an experienced ear to be  able to 
voice  th e  instrum ent so th at it sounds  continuous  
from  bottom  to top. I fe el lik e  I h ave a long w ay to 
go in listening to all th e  subtletie s  in piano sounds , 
but it's  a learning experience  for us  all, and one  of 
th e  reasons  th is  profe s s ion is  so intere sting.
 - David
PS. Sorry, none of m y picture s  of h um ans  at th e  
picnic turned out very w ell.

PRESIDENT'S M ESSAGE
It never fails th at early August is  a bit slow  becaus e  
folk s  are  out of tow n tak ing th os e  last vacations . 
 But, as  soon as  m id August h its , everyone com e s  
h om e  and realize s  "oh  m y, gotta get th e  piano tuned 
for fall les sons , oh  m y gotta get th e  ch urch  pianos  
tuned for Fall program s , and oh  m y", w ell, you get 
th e  picture .  Sigh .  Anyw ay, h ope  all of you are  
k e eping your collective h eads  above w ater.  Don’t let 
anyone talk  you into overdoing.  It’s  tem pting to 
overbook , but rem em ber, th e ir lack  of preparation 
doe s  not nece s sarily constitute an em ergency for you 
(unles s  it’s  a very faith ful, long-tim e  custom er).
So th e  picnic w as  great fun at Bryan’s , sorry som e  
h ad to m is s .  In addition to som e  fine  dining al 
fre sco, w e  w ere  entertained by 
Byran’s  ch ildren and 14 
ch ick ens  of various  colors  and 
configurations .  Next tim e , 
deviled eggs , e h ?  Bryan w ill 
be  h osting th e  Novem ber 18th  
m e eting w ith  a tech nical on 
action rebuilding, so you’ll get 
anoth er ch ance to m e et th e  
ch ick ens .
W e w ill not h ave m ore  th an a very brief m e eting in 
Septem ber s ince  w e  w ant to allow  as  m uch  tim e  as  
pos s ible for th e  Petrof rep to addre s s  th e  ch apter and 
field q ue stions .  Th ere  w ill be  a “M eet &  Gre et” 
reception at 6:30, prior to th e  m e eting w h ich  w ill be  
at 7:30.  All of th is  tak e s  place at Graves  Piano &  
O rgan just south  of SR 161 on Karl Road on 
Septem ber 16.  W e w ill h ave a m ore  involved 
m e eting in O ctober (but don't be  frigh tened off, for 
m e  th at translate s  as  no m ore  th an 30 m inute s) to 
discus s  ch apter bus ine s s .
Don’t forget th e  Central East Regional Conference  in 
Ch icago com ing up in O ctober.   If you are  fre e , it 
w ill be  very good.
 - K im  
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TECH  TIP
Tired of flipping th rough  leftover piece s  of 
sandpaper in a draw er, look ing for th e  grit you w ant? 
 Need a better w ay to store  it?  Try us ing  a m etal 
de s k top file sorter (Staples , O ffice  M ax).  You put 
th e  sandpaper in file folders , m ark  th e  tabs  for grit, 
w et &  dry, etc.  and s et th e  sorter on top of a cabinet 
or de s k  in your s h op.  You can find w h at you w ant 
q uick ly plus th e  sm all, but still us eful piece s  don’t 
get crum bled up in a draw er.
 - K im

SYM PH O NY NEW S
Th ere  doe sn't s e em  to be  m uch  new s  about th e  
Colum bus  Sym ph ony, unfortunately. It look s  lik e  th e  
fall sch edule of concerts  w ill not h appen. It is  very 
sad th at th e  country's  15th  large st city doe s  not h ave 
a functional sym ph ony orch e stra. For new s  and 
opinion, k e ep an eye  on som e  of th e  w eb s ite s  and 
blogs :

h ttp://w w w .sym ph onycolum bus .blogspot.com

h ttp://m y.voyager.net/~ randyf9 26/clasm uscol.h tm l

h ttp://glitteringstew .com /re ed/

FRO M  TH E ARTS JO URNAL ...

Pre ssler Bids Adieu To Beaux Arts Trio
By Tom  H uizenga, NPR Arts  Reporter

After a 53-year run, th e  Beaux Arts  Trio tak e s  th e  
stage  Th ursday nigh t at th e  Tanglew ood M us ic 
Fe stival in M as sach us etts , to give its  final U.S. 
perform ance before  calling it q uits .
Th e  group gave its  first public concert th e re  on July 
13, 19 55. And for 53 years , one  m em ber of th e  Trio 
h as  rem ained constant: pianist M enah em  Pre s sler. 
H e 's  84 now , but h e  still vividly recalls h ow  th at 
first concert launch ed a care er for th re e  s eparate 
m us icians  w h o q uick ly grew  into a s ingle m us ical 
unit. "Im m ediately after th e  debut," Pre s sler says , 
"w e  got 70 concerts , m ostly in sm all tow ns  and 
h igh -sch ool auditorium s , and so it really becam e a 
trip w h e re  w e  tried everyth ing out and becam e a 
trio."
M ak ing a cas e  for ch am ber m us ic w asn't easy. Rock  
'n' roll h ad just exploded onto th e  m us ic scene , and 
som e  people didn't even k now  w h at a piano trio 
w as . In one  concert h all, th e  trio found th e  piano 
tuck ed aw ay ins ide  th e  orch e stra pit. A few  
m uscular audience  m em bers  h oisted th e  instrum ent 
to th e  stage , but th ey dropped it, snapping off th e  
pedals . Rath er th an cancel, Pre s sler played th e  
brok en piano anyw ay.
Audience s  continued to lik e  w h at th ey h eard, for 
decade s  in th e  w orld's  big citie s  and on clas s ical 
record labels . "Th ere  w ere  piano trios  before  Beaux 
Arts", says  Jos h ua Kosm an, m us ic critic for th e  San 
Francisco Ch ronicle. "But none h ad th e  staying 
pow er, and none s et th e  bar for th e  trio repertoire  as  

continue d ne xt page  
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h igh . It's  largely a te stam ent to one  m an, to 
M enah em  Pre s sler, and h is  ability to re invent 
h im s elf as  an artist, and to re invent th e  group 
around h im  as  an artistic entity."
Pre s sler h ad to re im agine  th e  group, Kosm an says , 
becaus e  over th e  decade s , five violinists  and th re e  
cellists  filtered th rough  th e  Beaux Arts  Trio. But 
w ith  each  new  player, Pre s sler alw ays  m ade  th e  
sound glow  lik e  a sm ooth ly polis h ed pearl.
M enah em  Pre s sler's  lust for life  and m us ic and h is  
jovial attitude  belie  h is  unh appy past: h e  grew  up in 
Nazi Germ any, and m any of h is  relative s  didn't 
survive th e  H olocaust. But h e  and h is  parents  got 
out of Germ any just in tim e  in 19 39 .
W ith  m illions  of m us ical note s  be h ind h im , and th e  
end of h is  beloved Beaux Arts  Trio before  h im , 
Pre s sler is  not ready to retire . Nor are  h is  tw o trio-
m ate s . Th e  young violinist Daniel H ope 's  care er is  
s k yrock eting so q uick ly now  th at h e  doe sn't h ave 
tim e  for th e  trio, and veteran cellist Antonio 
M ene s e s  is  in dem and around th e  w orld as  a soloist.
But it is  tim e  to say goodbye . Speak ing to h is  
bandm ate s  back stage  in San Francisco as  th e  final 
U.S. tour w inds  dow n, Pre s sler, alw ays  th e  
patriarch , s ends  th em  off on a s entim ental note .
"I w anted to say th at I h ave loved you," h e  says , 
"and I understand now  th at you are  going now  for 
your care ers  w h e re  you h ave all m y h eart and all m y 
w is h e s  to both  of you, th at you do get th e  care er, 
becaus e  you de s e rve it as  m us icians  and as  people."
Pre s sler, H ope  and M ene s e s  w ill k e ep on m ak ing 
m us ic, just not as  th e  Beaux Arts  Trio. Fortunately, 
after Th ursday nigh t's  final Tanglew ood 
perform ance, w e 've got five decade s ' w orth  of 
recordings  and m em orie s .

Read th e  full article and h ear th e  story at:
w w w .npr.org/tem plate s/story/story.ph p?storyId=9 3734452

Th e Bow ed Piano Ensem ble

Colorado College's  internationally recognized Bow ed 
Piano Ens em ble is  a group of ten student, faculty and 
staff m us icians  led by Steph en Scott. Th e  m us icians  
us e  h om em ade  bow s , pops icle stick s , tongue 
depre s sors , guitar pick s , rubber plum bing tape, and 
oth er m aterials to m anipulate th e  strings  under th e  lid 
of th e  piano.
To get a s ens e  of w h at th e  bow ed piano is , im agine  a 
grand piano w ith  th e  lid lifted off. M us icians  crow d 
around, leaning over th e  innards  of th e  instrum ent, 
lik e  a team  of surgeons  perform ing an operation.
"Th e  prim ary sound is  produced by a bow  of nylon 
fis h -line , w h ich  is  ros ined, and th at's  just th readed 
under th e  piano string and acros s  it. Th ere 's  anoth er 
k ind of bow , w h ich  is  a stick  of w ood w h ich  h as  
h ors e  h air affixed to it, and th at's  rubbed against th e  
strings  to produce a s h ort, percus s ive sound", says  
Scott.
It s h ould be  stre s s ed th at all of th e  sounds  h eard in 
th e  ens em ble piece s  are  produced by th e  piano 
strings; no electronics  or oth er sound producing 
device s  are  involved. Th e  recordings  are  m ade  "live" 
exactly as  th ey are  perform ed in concert.
Th e  group h as  m ade  s everal national and overs eas  
tours .

For m ore  inform ation vis it:
h ttp://w w w .coloradocollege .edu/dept/m u/Ens em bles -
Bow edPiano.asp

For a "YouTube" concert, vis it
h ttp://w w w .youtube .com /w atch ?v=M TCaTBH NbO 0
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w w w .ptgcolum bus.org

Th is  new sletter w as  created us ing th e  open-source  program  Scribus  running on th e  Linux/Ubuntu operating system .

Disclaim er:
All expre s s ions  of opinion and all statem ents  of suppos ed facts  are  publis h ed on th e  auth ority of th e  auth or as  listed and 
are  not to be  regarded as  expre s s ing th e  view s  of th e  Colum bus  Ch apter of th e  Piano Tech nicians  Guild unles s  such  
statem ents  or opinions  h ave be en adopted by th e  ch apter or th e  guild. 
Articles  and illustrations  m ay be  re -printed by oth er PTG new sletters  w ith  proper ack now ledgm ent, unles s  oth erw is e  
indicated in th e  article. 

Com m ents , articles , and advertis ing re q ue sts  m ay be  s ent to th e  editor.
David B. Stang, 286 E. Kelso Rd., Colum bus , O H  43202    stang_ db @  yah oo. com

          Upcom ing Events

Ch apter M eeting
            Tue sday Septem ber 16, 7:30pm
            Graves  Piano, 579 8 Karl Rd.
            Tech nical Topic: Pre s entation by Petrof 
            M eet &  Greet reception beginning at 6:30

Central East R egional Sem inar
            O ctober 10 - 12, 2008
            De s  Plaine s , Illinois

Ch apter M eeting
           Tue sday O ctober 21, 7:30pm
           M itch  Staples ' office , 07 H ugh e s  H all, O SU
           Tech nical Topic: Th e  m ute -le s s  pitch  rais e

Annual Convention and Institute
           July 15 - 19 , 2009
           Grand Rapids , M ich igan
           Vis it w w w .ptg.org/conv/2009
           Book m ark  it and ch eck  often for update s .
           

Presid ent
Vice -Pre sid ent
Treasurer
Secretary 

Kim  H oe s sly, RPT
Ch ris  Altenburg. RPT

Ron Kenre ich
   David Stang

Colum bus Ch apter 
of th e  Piano Tech nicians Guild

Contributions and picture s  for 
th e Buck eye Back ch eck  and th e 
w eb page are alw ays w elcom e, 
(even if th ey are only periph -
e rally related to pianos)!
 - David




