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Thanks to everybody who contributed to the "show and tell" at the October meeting, it was
informative and fun. You have to be a bit of a "tool geek" to be in this business. It's satisfying to
build or modify a tool to have something unique that makes your job easier, and to share the idea
with others. If you have other tools you'd like to show off sometime, bring them to "Butts &
Flanges".

One of my most frequently asked questions is "How did you get into doing this stuff?" My

response usually involves my love of music and piano playing, but I also mention the fact that as
a kid I built scale model cars. I don't know where my attraction to cars came from, but I had (and
still have) kits and the plastic promos that dealers gave away. Piano technology and car kits both
involve assembling, aligning, and adjusting small parts to get them to work right. My proudest
accomplishment was completing a very detailed Corvette kit that had suspension with real springs
and a working steering assembly. It's kind of reminiscent of working with jacks and wippen parts.
One needs patience and concentration, and can often be frustrating, but getting to the finished
product is fulfilling. Also I got to work with cool tools: little files, tweezers, glues, paints,
abrasive cloths and so on. So I've been a tool geek ever since then!

David Stang
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Chapter Meeting Minutes
October 19, 2021

The meeting was held at Graves Piano and
Organ, located at 5798 Karl Road in Columbus.

Attendance:

Andrew Kovaleski, guest Zachary Graves,
David Stang, Chris Purdy, Bruce Bowens,
Morgan Sieg, Mark Ritchie, Victor Wolfe,
David Chadwick, Justin Swain, Ron Kenreich,
Evan Bingham, Kim Hoessly, Wayne
Strautman, Phil Walters

Teasurer's Report:
$2095.53

Old Business:

The chapter ran a full inside page ad in the Pi-
anoRama program this November. The ad cost
$50 and benefits the Ohio MTA. The graphic
used for the ad was designed by Chris Purdy's
wife.

New Business:

Kim Hoessly would like to do an RPT technical
exam session, but this would likely expand
beyond the bounds of a normal meeting. During
this session, instruction and demonstrations
would be given on the various tecniques re-
quired as a portion of the RPT technical exam.
Kim is planning to send out potential dates to
the chapter in order to plan this event.

Andrew Kovaleski will not be attending the
November meeting, so Kim Hoessly and Mor-
gan Sieg will each perform as secretary during
the meeting.

New Business:

Alex Schwartz, owner of Columbus Piano
Leasing, has work available for anyone who
may be interested. January and February are
busy months for the company due to music
contests. They additionally have two big old
square grands waiting to be restored, for any-
body interested.

Butts and Flanges:

Bruce Bowens owns a Screw Stringer Mason
and Hamlin with tubby bass strings, and he
asked for advice about changing bass strings on
this instrument. Mark Ritchie suggested that
there are very specific measurements for the
strings which may be available somewhere.
Before restringing the instrument, he first re-
commended twisting the bass strings in the
direction of the windings to see if it makes a
big difference - often, this will brighten them

up.

Regarding bass string twisting, Phil Walters
recommends also putting a large loop in the
wire and running a drumstick or similar along
the string to knock the crud off of it. Mark sug-
gested that one or one and a half twists is usu-
ally plenty. Chris Purdy asked about whether
Asian pianos tend to have more twists in the
bass strings, to which nobody had an answer.

Phil suggests that with a new bass string,
overpull it by a large amount and wiggle a pair
of vicegrips between the bridge and the hitch
pin. The pitch will fall as this is done. You can
also, when replacing a treble wire, take a felt
mute, put the corner of the fat end of your mute
between the two strings and rub them really
fast, and it’1l get hot. That heat settles the
tension of the string. Phil recommends not to
use a hardened steel screwdriver to seat a hitch
pin, but to use soft metal instead. Chris uses a
little piece of soft brass and a hammer. Evan
suggests also putting a bevel on one end.
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Chapter Technical
Tools Show and Tell

October's chapter technical was a "Tools Show and Tell", in which members brought in tools
which they find interesting, useful, or novel. An excellent chapter secretary would have taken
pictures during the event to display on this page, but alas - some imagination will be required for
this technical bulletin.

Chris Purdy brought a string lifter which he made out of stock brass and piano wire, to be used
for leveling strings. One end of the brass piece is filed down to a point, and the piano wire is
shaped as a hook, which pulls on the string.

Evan Bingham brought a tool which is originally for typewriter repair, available on Amazon as a
"Spring Tool Hook and Lifter". The hook is well shaped and useful for pulling things like ham-
mer shanks and bridle straps, and the other side is a spring tool which is well shaped for placing
hammer butt springs in their grubs. He brought a number of them to share.

Ron Kenreich brought a rubber wedge mute which is split in half lengthwise at the tip, so that he
can have the function of two mutes on one handle. Ron also brought his favorite light sources,
including a tripod light with magnets and a headlamp.

Andrew Kovaleski brought the Cory Mega-Duster, a cloth wipe useful for picking up dust from a
piano which is also machine washable. He also brought a bent capstan wrench which is more er-
gonomic than the "Universal Captsan Tool".

Morgan Sieg brought a new Reyburn Cyber-Hammer and a new voicing tool from PianoTek.

Kim Hoessly brought her lid prop which she added magnets to in order to hold screws. She also
brought a triangle shaped hammer filer which fits into an upright action to quickly file hammers.
Additionally, she brought an "Air Shim", available at hardware stores, which pumps up to any
size to hold things and free up her hands; a jig to tighten wing nuts; a damper bushing easer
which is also useful for feeding wire under the pressure bar; blocks to put a straight edge on top
of for leveling sharps; and small gauges for quickly seeing blow distance.

Wayne Strautman brought an impressive coil maker which he made specifically for restringing
in the bass.

Victor Wolfe brought a long steel rod with a notch in the end of it, which he uses when replacing
the longest strings in an upright piano.

David Stang brought a variety of adhesives, including a superglue that comes with a brush and
sets quickly, "ProBond" wood filler for wood repair, and a two part epoxy originally for marine
applications.
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Disclaimer:

All expressions of opinion and all statements of supposed facts are published on the authority of the author as listed
and are not to be regarded as expressing the views of the Columbus Chapter of the Piano Technicians Guild unless
such statements or opinions have been adopted by the chapter or the guild.

Articles and illustrations may be re-printed by other PTG newsletters with proper acknowledgment, unless
otherwise indicated in the article.






