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              W ANTED: Piano Tech nician
I ne ed som eone  to repair m y piano w h ich  h as  m any stick ing k eys .
Th e  k eys  are  all staying dow n and th e  note s  w on’t play. 
Pleas e  h elp!!    call  1-555-STK-KEYS
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CH APTER  M EETING M arch  18, 2008
Th ank s  to O tterbe in College for h osting us  at th e ir 
Ch apel and to Kim  H oe s sly for arranging th e  m e eting. 
And for th e  cook ie s .
Attendance : Bob Grubb, M ark  R itch ie , Ben W iant, 
Bill Golden, David Stang, Ron Kenre ich , Victor 
Wolfe, Kim  H oe s sly, and gue st Abbey H irt, an 
O tterbe in piano m ajor.
Th e  m e eting w as  ch aired by Bob Grubb, Vice -
Pre s ident.

Treasurer's R eport
We pre s ently h old $1565.61 in our 12-m onth  CD, and 
$455.9 6 in ch eck ing, totaling $2021.57.

O ld Busine ss
Th e National Convention w ill be  in Anah e im , June 18-
22. Ben W iant m ay go as  our delegate, but h e  h as  not 
decided yet. R ick  M iller also m ay go. Be on th e  
look out in th e  Journal for By-Law s  proposals to be  
discus s ed at th e  convention. 
Th e  Central East Regional Sem inar w ill be  in O ctober 
in De s  Plaine s , Illinois .
Th e  Yam ah a G3 6’ piano at th e  O tterbe in Ch apel is  
be ing cons idered as  an instrum ent th at can be  us ed for 
th e  PTG tuning te st.

Butts &  Flanges
Th e q ue stion w as  brough t up w h eth e r som eone  h as  
tak en over Ancott. It is  pre s ently unclear w h eth e r 
th e re  is  a good source  out th e re  for piano pricing now  
th at th e  Ancott book  h as  ceas ed publication. 

M ark  brough t a sm all com bination LED flas h ligh t and 
las er pointer. It h as  a m agnetic bas e  and a flexible neck  
so it’s  very nice  for piano w ork . H e  found it at H arbor 
Fre igh t.

Anoth er cool tool is  th e  h am m er filing tool from  M oth er 
Goos e  w h ich  is  m ulti-faced and can file th e  end 1/3, or 
th e  m iddle 1/3, or th e  entire  w idth  of a h am m er in order 
to m ate it to th e  strings . 
Th ere  w as  a discus s ion about pianos  m ade  in Ch ina. Th e  
Piano Ware h ous e  h as  a num ber of Ch ine s e  instrum ents  
on display w ith  various  nam e s , including Sch affer. 
Th ere  is  a w ide  variety of pianos  m ade  in Ch ina righ t 
now , and w h ile q uality is  im proving overall, th ere  are  
still problem s  to be  aw are  of.  For instance, Bob Grubb 
m entioned a new  piano h e  saw  w h e re  th e  cardboard 
front punch ings  w ere  w arped, caus ing problem s  in k ey 
dip and aftertouch . It w as  also in ne ed of q uite  a lot of 
action regulation. (Th is  instrum ent w as  not from  th e  
Piano Ware h ous e , by th e  w ay.)

M ark  W asm und Sopp, age  56, of Colum bus , pas s ed aw ay at h is  h om e  on M arch  24, 2008. M ark  w as  
em ployed by H enderson M us ic Com pany and previously w ork ed for Piano Ware h ous e . H e  is  preceded 
in death  by h is  fath er, Th eodore  Ernst Sopp, and h is  grandparents . H e  is  survived by h is  m oth er, Jane 
Wasm und Sopp; s ister, Ch ristine  (Joh n) H arm on; s everal aunts , uncles  and cous ins . M ark  is  a graduate 
from  O h io State Univers ity w ith  a B.A. and M .A. in m us ic and Worth ington H igh  Sch ool. H e  w as  a 
m em ber of M ARS and O SU Alum ni As sociation.  Interm ent w ill be  in Pennsylvania. In lieu of flow ers  
contributions  m ay be  m ade  to Voice  CO RPS Reading Service s , 29 55 W  Broad St. Colum bus  43204.
From  th e  Ruth e rford Fune ral H om e  w e b s ite
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Tech nical Presentation
Kim  led a discus s ion about aural tem peram ent tuning. H e re  are  a few  intere sting points  th at w ere  m ade  by 
various  attende e s . Th ank s  to everyone for th e ir com m ents .
·   Th e  ear is  truly rem ark able in its  ability to discern different sounds; w ith  over 10,000 receptors .
·   Th os e  w h o claim  to h ave "perfect pitch " probably can't pick  out A-440 perfectly w ith in a few  cents , as  a 

tuner ne eds  to do.
·   Electronic source s  for A-440 are  a nice  convenience  for th os e  w h o w ould rath er not deal w ith  fork s  and 

th ey are  m ore  stable w ith  tem perature .
·   H ow  perfect are  tuning fork s? An experim ent w as  sugge sted th at w h e re  a num ber of people m e et at a 

w ooden table and all place th e ir vibrating fork s  on th e  table to s e e  h ow  m uch  variation th e re  is .

·   A good aural tuner doe s  not ne ed an electronic device  for tem peram ent fine -tuning, h ow ever th e re  are  
s ituations  w h e re  th ey com e in h andy, such  as  in pitch -rais e s  and in noisy environm ents .

·   Th e  Journal h as  be en running a s e rie s  called "Th e  5-m inute tuning le s son" w h ich  is  w orth  studying.
·   Th e  Braid-W h ite  procedure  us ing 4th s  and 5th s  is  becom ing le s s  popular, s ince  3rds  and 6th s  are  faster-

beating and th e refore  provide  m ore  s ens itivity.
·   Try to tune th e  entire  tem peram ent as  q uick ly as  pos s ible . If it's  rough , it can be  fine  tuned in th e  next pas s . 
·   W h en an interval is  w rong, and it's  unclear w h ich  note is  th e  culprit, start out on th e  as sum ption th e  th e  one  

th at w as  just tuned is  w rong.
·   Turn off overh ead fans  becaus e  th e  air m ovem ent can interfere  w ith  h earing beats .
·   Th e  contiguous  3rds  te st is  a very good te st for th e  tem peram ent; it's  im portant to k now  h ow  th ey s h ould 

sound. Note th at one  of th e  "5-m inute" excercis e s  is  about contiguous  intervals .
·   Note th at th e  G#3-C4 M 3rd is  exactly 8 per s econd.
·   Th ere  are  th os e  tuners  w h o us e  just one  m ute, tuning th e  unisons  at th e  sam e  tim e  as  th e  tem peram ent. Th is  

tech niq ue  is  not nece s sarily for everyone, but m ay be  intere sting to try.
·   H e re  are  som e  m ore  te sts  th at w ere  pointed out: Th e  contiguous  m 3-M 3 s h ould h ave th e  sam e  beat rate . Th e  

"inner" M 3 - "outer" M 6 also s h ould h ave th e  sam e  rate  (e .g. D -F# - C-A). 
Th e  "Buck e ye  Back ch e ck " w e lcom e s  fe e dback  and e laboration, e spe cially s ince  th e  e ditor is  ge tting re ady to 
tak e  th e  RPT tuning e xam !
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FRO M  TH E ARTS JO URNAL
Th is gadget rock s! 
"Tenori-O n" translate s  as  "sound on your palm ", and 
th at just about sum s  up th e  m ach ine . A h and-h eld s ilver 
tablet fram ing a s q uare  grid of 16x16 flas h ing LED 
buttons , th e  Tenori-O n is  double -s ided: both  face s  look  
identical, but one  is  played by th e  perform er, w h ile th e  
oth er provide s  a m iniature  ligh t s h ow  for th e  audience , 
providing a visual rendering of every sound th at h as  to 
be  s e en to be  truly appreciated.
W h en you first sw itch  it on, th e  Tenori-O n appears  
rath er lik e  your average, com m on or garden s e q uencer. 
Ligh ts  flick er acros s  th e  display in perfect four-four 
tim ing, and you can build up a looping s e q uence  of up 
to 16 track s , from  plink y electric pianos  to boom ing 
bas s  drum s . Th ere  are  256 sounds  in th e  Tenori-O n's  
ars enal, but you can load up your ow n sam ples  us ing 
th e  m em ory card.
A th um b-roller allow s  you to scroll betw e en track s , and 
each  of th e  256 little ligh t-buttons  produce s  a different 
note w h en pre s s ed. You can ch ange th e  tim e  s ignature  
by reducing your 16-beat s e q uence  to 15 or le s s , you 
can ch ange th e  tem po w ith  a q uick  pus h  and roll, and 
you can ch ange th e  volum e on each  track  by turning 
th e  tablet s idew ays  to transform  it into an instant live 
m ixing de s k .
Th e  Tenori-O n h as  plenty m ore  unexpected trick s : you 
can sw e ep your h and over th e  ligh ts  to produce a w arm  
w as h  of sound, or you can pick  a s e rie s  of points  on th e  
tablet for a pinball to ricoch et around, sounding every 
tim e  it h its  an obstacle. Each  m ode  can be  layered into 
a s e q uence  in real tim e . And if you're  particularly 
proud of your instant creation it can be  saved to th e  
m em ory card.
If th is  all sounds  rath er com plex, it's  not. O r, at least, it 
doe sn't h ave to be . Som e pick  it up m ore  q uick ly th an 
oth ers , but th e  beauty of th e  th ing is  h ow  instantly 
gratifying it can be  to an absolute beginner. Its  intuitive 
controls m ak e  it s im ple to pick  up th e  bas ics , but its  
com plexity m eans  th e re 's  real s k ill involved in 
producing exactly th e  sounds  you w ant.
See  a dem o at:   w w w .youtube .com /w atch ?v=_ SGw Dh KTrw U
Read th e  com plete story at:
h ttp://w w w .independent.co.uk /life -style/gadgets -and-
tech /feature s/th is -gadget-rock s -th e -w orlds -new e st-m us ical-
instrum ent-79 1234.h tm l

CLASSICAL M USIC IN CO LUM BUS

H e re  are  a few  com ing events :

Fri, Sat. April 11, 12
     Colum bus  Sym ph ony
     Lis e  de  la Salle, piano, Junich i H irok am i, cond.
     O h io Th eater, 8pm

April 14 - 18
     Capital Univers ity's  World M us ic Fe stival
     Various  events  at th e  Capital cam pus

W ed. April 16
     O SU Gue st Artist Serie s
     Eitan Globerson, piano
     W e igel H all, 8pm

Fri. April 18
     Colum bus  Sym ph ony 
     Ch oral Favorite s , Peter Stafford W ilson, cond.
     O h io Th eater, 8pm

Sun. Apr. 20
     Edw ard Parm entier, h arps ich ord
     First Congregational Ch urch
     444 E. Broad St.,  4pm .
     Th is  internationally renow ned recitalist and 
     recording artist w ill perform  on a h arps ich ord 
     bu ilt by Ben Bech tel.

Sun. Apr. 27
     First Ch urch  Ch oir concert
     First Congregational Ch urch
     444 E. Broad St, 4pm
     Stravins k i: Sym ph ony of Psalm s
     Benjam in W iant and G. Dene  Barbard, pianos
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w w w .ptgcolum bus.org

Th is  new sletter w as  created us ing th e  open-source  program  Scribus  running on th e  Linux/Ubuntu operating system .

Disclaim er:
All expre s s ions  of opinion and all statem ents  of suppos ed facts  are  publis h ed on th e  auth ority of th e  auth or as  listed and 
are  not to be  regarded as  expre s s ing th e  view s  of th e  Colum bus  Ch apter of th e  Piano Tech nicians  Guild unles s  such  
statem ents  or opinions  h ave be en adopted by th e  ch apter or th e  guild. 
Articles  and illustrations  m ay be  re -printed by oth er PTG new sletters  w ith  proper ack now ledgm ent, unles s  oth erw is e  
indicated in th e  article. 

Com m ents , articles , and advertis ing re q ue sts  m ay be  s ent to th e  editor.
David B. Stang, 286 E. Kelso Rd., Colum bus , O H  43202    stang_ db @  yah oo. com

          Upcom ing Events

Ch apter M eeting
            Tue sday, April 15  7:30pm
            Location TBA

NEESCO  2008 - New  England regional conference
           April 24- 27
           M anch e ster NH
   
National Convention and Tech nical Institute
            June 18 - 22
            Anah e im , California
            w w w .ptg.org/conv/2008

TH E CO LUM BUS CH APTER  O F TH E PIANO  
TECH NICIAN'S GUILD

Pre s ide nt: Ch ris Altenburg, RPT
Vice  Pre s ide nt: Bob Grubb, RPT

Tre asure r: R on Kenre ich
Se cre tary: M ik e  Varrone

Im m e diate  Past Pre s ide nt: M ark  R itch ie , RPT




