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FRO M  M ADAM E PRESIDENT
It’s  January and th e  topic is  usually re solutions . I’ve already brok en a couple, so I’m  not off to a very good start. 
Th e  k ey th ing (no pun intended), to rem em ber about re solutions , th ough , is  to not get discouraged if you tak e  2 
steps  forw ard and 1 step back .  You’re  still m ak ing forw ard progre s s !  So, let’s  all re solve to be  m ore  re solute . 
H e re’s  a m ix of som e  of m y personnal and profe s s ional re solutions :
Read m ore  book s  (actually a pretty easy one , I love to read)
Walk  m ore  (I lik e  to do th is  as  w ell, but som etim e s  I’m  w im py w h en it’s  cold)
Eat sm arter (But I do so love th e  four Am erican food groups :  flour, salt, sugar, fat)
Listen to m ore  piano m us ic (I listen to all k inds  of m us ic, but often not enough  piano.  It’s  good to h ear w h at th e  
piano s h ould be  and w h at it ne eds  to be)
Be m ore  organized (if only I could s e e  th e  w ood part of m y de s k ...actually, any part of m y de s k )
Work  on som e  of th os e  cool jigs  I s e e  in th e  PTG Journal tech  s ections  th at I th ink , ooo, I could do th at (but, of 
cours e , w h en?)
Catch  up on m y PTG Journal reading (I’m  up to Sept. 2007!)
And of cours e , I alw ays  re solve to putt better, but th at’s  an ongoing battle.
And h ey, let’s  all re solve to go to Grand Rapids  in July!
O n anoth er q uick  note,  I’ll soon be  getting notification from  th e  H om e  O ffice  of any delinq uint due s .  Duty 
re q uire s  m e , as  ch apter pre s ident, to call if your nam e is  on th e  list and ch eck  if th e re  are  problem s , or if you just 
forgot. If th e re  is  a problem  I h ope  w e  can w ork  it out. So, I’m  not pick ing on anyone, just doing m y job.
 - K im
Th e  next ch apter m e eting w ill be  February 17, 2009  at Graves Piano and O rgan. Th e  tech nical program  w ill be  
troubles h ooting and repair, pre s ented by M ik e  M asters , RPT from  th e  Cleveland ch apter. Th is  w ill be  a "h ands -on" 
tech nical w h ere  w e  w ill each  be  as s igned to a piano w ith  a regulation problem  or repair to be  diagnos ed. 

O ur Ch apter's  Post-H oliday Dinner at th e  H oover Grille. 
M ik e  H ill, M ay H ill, Bill Golden, Ch ris  Altenburg, Barb 
Altenburg, Ron Kenre ich

Dw igh t H ans en, Victor Wolfe, M ark  R itch ie , M arilyn Ritch ie , 
Kim  H oe s sly, Bud H oe s sly
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Butts &  Flanges
H ave a look  at th is  gorgeous  Ste inw ay S Art Cas e , built in 19 38, picture s  by Kim  H oe s sly. Note th e  
intere sting pedals .



Th e Buck eye  Back ch eck
Ne w sle tte r of th e  Colum bus  Ch apte r of th e  Piano Te ch nicians  Guild

FRO M  TH E ARTS JO URNAL 
Th e  Fingers W ere  Live; th e  Sound W as R ecorded
By Daniel J. Wak in, Th e  Ne w  York  Tim e s   Jan. 22, 
2009
It w as  not precis ely lip-synch ing, but pretty close .
Th e  som ber, elegiac tone s  before  Pre s ident O bam a’s  
oath  of office  at th e  inauguration on Tue sday cam e 
from  th e  instrum ents  of Yo-Yo M a, Itzh ak  Perlm an 
and tw o colleague s . But w h at th e  m illions  on th e  M all 
and w atch ing on televis ion h eard w as  in fact a 
recording, m ade  tw o days  earlier by th e  q uartet and 
m atch ed tone for tone by th e  m us icians  playing along.
Th e  players  and th e  inauguration organizing 
com m itte e  said th e  arrangem ent w as  nece s sary 
becaus e  of th e  extrem e  cold and w ind during 
Tue sday’s  cerem ony. Th e  conditions  rais ed th e  
pos s ibility of brok en piano strings , crack ed 
instrum ents  and w ack y intonation m inute s  before  th e  
pre s ident’s  sw earing in.
“Truly, w eath er just m ade  it im pos s ible,” Carole 
Florm an, a spok e sw om an for th e  Joint Congre s s ional 
Com m itte e  on Inaugural Cerem onie s , said on 
Th ursday. “No one’s  trying to fool anybody.”
“It’s  not som eth ing w e  w ould announce, but it’s  not 
som eth ing w e  w ould try to h ide ,” M s . Florm an said. 
"Th e  fact th ey w ere  forced to perform  to tape becaus e  
of th e  w eath er did not s e em  relevant, nor w ould w e  
w ant to draw  attention aw ay from  w h at w e  believed 
th e  new s  is , th at w e  w ere  h aving a peaceful trans ition 
of pow er from  one  adm inistration to th e  next.”
Th e  m us icians  argued th at th e  m agnitude  of th e  
occas ion and th e  h ars h  w eath er m ade  th e  dubbing 
nece s sary and th at th e re  w as  no s h am e  in it.
Along w ith  adm iration for th e  m us icians’ yeom an 
w ork  in th e  cold, q ue stions  h ad sw irled in th e  clas s ical 
m us ic w orld about w h eth e r M r. M a and M r. Perlm an 
w ould us e  th e ir valuable cello and violin in th e  
subfre ezing w eath er. Both  us ed m odern instrum ents . 
M r. M a said h e  h ad cons idered us ing a h ardy carbon-
fiber cello, but rejected th e  idea to avoid distracting 
view ers  w ith  its  unorth odox appearance .
“W h at w e  w ere  th e re  for,” h e  said, “w as  to really 
s e rve th e  m om ent.”

FRO M  TH E PIANO TECH  LIST

Este em ed Colleague s ,  A w h ile ago, I posted about 
a W m . Rolfe Fortepiano th at som eone  in m y area 
h as  in th e ir pos s e s s ion.  Th ey w ant to s ell, or 
donate, th is  piece  to a m us eum , or private collector, 
th at w ill pre s e rve, and appreciate  it.  I w ent to look , 
and ph otograph  it today, and it is  m agnificent, even 
th ough  it w ould ne ed som e  TLC to be  perfect.  It 
h as  1 string th at w as  tied, h as  a few  over-dam pers  
th at are  detach ed, and 4 k ey-fronts  th at are  also 
detach ed.  Th e  one  th ing th at is  pos s ibly m is s ing is  
som e  k ind of pedal lyre?  Th ere  is  only very m inor 
vene er ch ips  (at th e  bottom  edge s  of th e  cas e) th at I 
could s e e .  I h ave additional picture s  available if 
th e re  is  anyone out th e re  w h o k now s  of som eone  
w h o m igh t be  intere sted.
Intere stingly enough , th e  piano cam e from  New  
H am ps h ire , and in th e  draw ers  at th e  bottom  of th e  
k eybed are  tons  of artifacts  from  New  England, th at 
th e  ow ners  put in th e re  to k e ep.  Th ere  are  tw o 
cards  from  m anufacturers  in Boston from  w ay back . 
 M cPh ail, and M iller, Gibson, and Co., and 
New spaper articles  dating clear back  to 1773!!!
Isn't th is  a w onderful bus ine s s  th at w e 're  in?  To be  
able to s e e , and touch  artifacts  th at go clear back  to 
before  th e  Declaration of Independence  is  just 
incredible to m e .  Th e  s e rial num ber of th e  piano 
s e em s  to indicate th at th e  piano w as  m ade  circa 
1805, and furth er proof of th is  is  th at th e  piano is  
s igned W m . Rolfe, and not W m . Rolfe and Sons .

Clark  A. Sprague, RPT
Bow ling Gre en, O h io
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FRO M  CH R IS PURDY:  FO R  SALE
19 33 Ste inw ay M odel M  Serial No. 275614
Satin Ebony Finis h
Re stored at Ste inw ay-H all in Ak ron O h io (April 04' - 
O ctober 04')
Everyth ing but th e  soundboard h as  be en replaced.
Th e  piano h as  be en regularly tuned. It h as  only be en 
m oved once (from  Ak ron to m y h om e  in Ath ens) and 
h as  be en in a h um idity controlled environm ent s ince  
(I've be en us ing a h um idity control unit as  w ell).
Included is  th e  Dam p-ch as e r Piano H um idity control 
system  and cover.
As k ing Price  $21,500

Logan Cull (740) 415-8809       lcull0423@ gm ail.com

Also available for sale:
Janson Standard Artist Bench , spade  legs , satin ebony 
finis h , w ith  leath er s eat, and cover. 

CLASSICAL M USIC IN CO LUM BUS

H e re  are  a few  upcom ing events :

M on. Feb 2, 8pm
   Faculty Recital Serie s : 
   Caroline  H ong and friends  - CSO  Fundrais e r 
   W e igel Auditorium

Sat. Feb 7,  5:30pm
   ProM us ica Ch am ber O rch e stra
   Pontifical College Jos eph em un

Sat, Sun. Feb. 7-8
   Colum bus  Sym ph ony 
   Ch oral Concert
   O h io Th eater

Sun Feb 8,  2pm
   Jefferson Academ y Recital
   Art M us eum  Auditorium

Fri Feb 20,  8pm
    Venere  Lute Quartet
    M ee s  H all Capital Univers ity

Sun Feb 22,  3pm
   Colum bus  Bach  Ens em ble
   Pontifical College Jos eph enum
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w w w .ptgcolum bus.org

Th is  new sletter w as  created us ing th e  open-source  program  Scribus  running on th e  Linux/Ubuntu operating system .

Disclaim er:
All expre s s ions  of opinion and all statem ents  of suppos ed facts  are  publis h ed on th e  auth ority of th e  auth or as  listed and 
are  not to be  regarded as  expre s s ing th e  view s  of th e  Colum bus  Ch apter of th e  Piano Tech nicians  Guild unles s  such  
statem ents  or opinions  h ave be en adopted by th e  ch apter or th e  guild. 
Articles  and illustrations  m ay be  re -printed by oth er PTG new sletters  w ith  proper ack now ledgm ent, unles s  oth erw is e  
indicated in th e  article. 

Com m ents , articles , and advertis ing re q ue sts  m ay be  s ent to th e  editor.
David B. Stang, 286 E. Kelso Rd., Colum bus , O H  43202    stang_ db @  yah oo. com

          Upcom ing Events

Ch apter M eetings
           Tue sday February 17, 2009 , 7:30pm
           Graves  Piano &  O rgan
           579 8 Karl Rd.
           Tech nical Topic: Troubles h ooting

           Tue sday M arch  17, 2009 , 7:30pm
           Ben W iant's  h om e
           329 9  Dublin Rd.
           Topic: Regional V.P. Rich ard Bittner
           

M id -Atlantic R egional Conference
           April 23-26, 2009
           H arrisburg, PA

Annual Convention and Institute
           July 15 - 19 , 2009
           Grand Rapids , M ich igan
           Vis it w w w .ptg.org/conv/2009
           Book m ark  it and ch eck  often for update s .
           

Presid ent
Vice -Pre sid ent
Treasurer
Secretary 

Kim  H oe s sly, RPT
Ch ris  Altenburg. RPT

Ron Kenre ich
   David Stang

Colum bus Ch apter 
of th e  Piano Tech nicians Guild

Contributions and picture s  for 
th e Buck eye Back ch eck  and th e 
w eb page are alw ays w elcom e, 
(even if th ey are only periph -
e rally related to pianos)!
 - David




