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Quick Tip
by Kim Hoessly

Last December, I had a call from a woman who had inherited her mother’s Hamilton Grand. Apparently, the dog
had made a habit of, shall we say, relieving itself on the legs and lyre in addition to chewing on the legs. The
refinishers were willing to do the cabinet restoration, but did not want to work on the pedals or refelt the lyre so
she called me from a referral from a friend and customer of mine.

She sent me a photo of the damage of the back side of the
piano and I was not too enthusiastic as you might imagine.
It did look pretty icky. I have cleaned up plenty of rust and
corrosion, but had not dealt with that particular corrosive
element so I googled “cleaning up corroded brass” or some
such search. The first suggestion that came up looked
promising and considering how bad it was, I didn’t feel I
had anything to lose.

The article was about restoring rusted brass hinges, so [
thought that this method would work on the brass pedals
and rods. The corroded parts were first soaked in some
warm, soapy water. Then, using a mixture of coarse salt
and vinegar, the parts were scrubbed with steel wool. As
you can see by the after photo, this worked very well and
had the added benefit of addressing any residual odor from
the urine. New felt along with polishing and lubrication
with McLube completed the job.
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What is wrong in this picture?

Kim Hoessly will have the answer next month.

Piano Serial Numbers

Doug Brandt sent a link that some may find useful. It has a list of several downloadable
PDF files showing the years of manufacture for some common piano brands. One could
download the files and have them stored on a smart phone or tablet for quick reference.
The page, from an Austrian piano rebuilding, servicing and sales company, is translated
to English from German. So, the PDF files are in German, but are pretty easy to interpret.
Example: Baujahr = Year, Seriennummer = Serial Number. One file also shows the letter
system that Samick uses in their system. There are also several other pages on the site that
offer some basic knowledge of the piano, in general, as well as some links to youtube
videos.

http://www.dieklaviermachermeister.at/altersbestimmung.php?lang=en




The Buckeye Backcheck

Newsletter of the Columbus Chapter of the Piano Technicians Guild

www.ptgcolumbus.org

-

o

Chapter Meeting

Columbus Chapter

of the Tuesdav. Feb 50
Piano Technicians Guild s ag,'()ﬂin:]uary

- Officers -

- Graves Piano & Oi‘gan Co.

President - Mitch Staples, RP 5798 Karl Road
i Columbus, OH 43_22_2_,

: __ft’i"ce-President Chris Altenburg, RPT WWW.gravespianos.com

Topic: Vertical Piano

Treasurer Ron Kenreich Troubleshooting

Secretary Chris Burget Map Link:
http://goo.gl/maps/hoXHi
Imm. Past Pres. Kim Hoessly, RPT

This newsletter was created using the open-source program Scribus running on the Linux Mint operating system.

Disclaimer:

All expressions of opinion and all statements of supposed facts are published on the authority of the author as listed
and are not to be regarded as expressing the views of the Columbus Chapter of the Piano Technicians Guild unless
such statements or opinions have been adopted by the chapter or the guild.

Articles and illustrations may be re-printed by other PTG newsletters with proper acknowledgment, unless
otherwise indicated in the article.

Comments, articles, and advertising requests may be sent to the editor:
Chris Burget, 1706 Pin Oak Dr., Columbus, OH 43229 cjburget@gmail.com






