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Last December, I had a call from a woman who had inherited her mother’s Hamilton Grand. Apparently, the dog
had made a habit of, shall we say, relieving itself on the legs and lyre in addition to chewing on the legs. The
refinishers were willing to do the cabinet restoration, but did not want to work on the pedals or refelt the lyre so
she called me from a referral from a friend and customer of mine.

Quick Tip
by Kim Hoessly

She sent me a photo of the damage of the back side of the
piano and I was not too enthusiastic as you might imagine.
It did look pretty icky. I have cleaned up plenty of rust and
corrosion, but had not dealt with that particular corrosive
element so I googled “cleaning up corroded brass” or some
such search. The first suggestion that came up looked
promising and considering how bad it was, I didn’t feel I
had anything to lose.

The article was about restoring rusted brass hinges, so I
thought that this method would work on the brass pedals
and rods. The corroded parts were first soaked in some
warm, soapy water. Then, using a mixture of coarse salt
and vinegar, the parts were scrubbed with steel wool. As
you can see by the after photo, this worked very well and
had the added benefit of addressing any residual odor from
the urine. New felt along with polishing and lubrication
with McLube completed the job.
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What is wrong in this picture?

Kim Hoessly will have the answer next month.

Piano Serial Numbers

Doug Brandt sent a link that some may find useful. It has a list of several downloadable
PDF files showing the years of manufacture for some common piano brands. One could
download the files and have them stored on a smart phone or tablet for quick reference.
The page, from an Austrian piano rebuilding, servicing and sales company, is translated
to English from German. So, the PDF files are in German, but are pretty easy to interpret.
Example: Baujahr = Year, Seriennummer = Serial Number. One file also shows the letter
system that Samick uses in their system. There are also several other pages on the site that
offer some basic knowledge of the piano, in general, as well as some links to youtube
videos.

http://www.dieklaviermachermeister.at/altersbestimmung.php?lang=en
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