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CH APTER  M EETING M ay 15, 2007
Th ank  you to Ch ris  and Barbara Altenburg for 
h osting th e  m e eting and for th e  refre s h m ents . 
Attendance : Ch ris  &  Barbara Altenburg, Bob &  
Lou Grubb, David Stang, Ben W iant, Bill Golden, 
Ron Kenre ich , Dean Nedveck i, Victor Wolfe . 
Ch apter Elections
Th e first order of bus ine s s  w as  to h old our ch apter 
elections . All th e  pre s ent officers  w ere  
unanim ously elected to s e rve for anoth er year. 
Th us , h e re  are  th e  re sults :
Pre s ident -   Ch ris  Altenburg
Vice Pre s ident - Bob Grubb
Treasurer - Ron Kenre ich
Secretary - M ik e  Varrone
Treasurers R eport
Pre s ently th ere  is  $2362.83 in th e  ch eck ing 
account and $1000 in CDs . Ron sugge sted 
inve sting in 3 CDs each  w ith  $500, w ith  th e  
m aturity date s  staggered such  th at one  w ould 
com e to m aturity every 4 m onth s . Th at w ould give 
us  flexibility if th e re  is  a ne ed to liq uify one  of 
th em , and it w ould still leave a reasonable am ount 
in th e  ch eck ing account. 
New  Busine ss
Th ere  w as  a discus s ion of th e  National Bylaw s  
proposals to be  decided at th e  Convention in June . 
(Bob Grubb w ill be  our delegate and tak e  our 
recom m endations  into account as  h e  vote s .) O ur 
conclus ions  generally m atch ed th e  
recom m endations  of th e  national bylaw s  
com m itte e  as  printed in th e  M ay 2007 Journal 
Supplem ent.
Proposal 1: Graph ics  Standards
W e recom m ended adoption. Th is  ch ange is  a 
clarification of w ording.
Proposal 2: RPT Logo
We recom m ended adoption. Th is  allow s  flexibility 

in th e  w ay an RPT can print th e  logo.
Proposal 3: Aw ards
W e recom m ended adoption. It s e em s  lik e  a 
h ous e k e eping ch ange th at m ak e s  th ings  a little 
m ore  convenient for th e  aw ards  com m itte e .
Proposal 4: Exam  Record Keeping
W e recom m ended adoption. Th is  ch ange w as  
re q ue sted by th e  Exam  com m itte e .
Proposal 5: M em bers h ip
W e recom m ended defeat. Th is  proposal effectively 
lim its  m em bers h ip to RPT's  only. W e concurred 
w ith  th e  com m ents  of th e  national bylaw s  
com m itte e : “th is  proposal w ould be  counterpro-
ductive”. W e did not understand th e  m otivation for 
th is  proposal; th e  ch apter w h o subm itted it m ust 
h ave som e  k ind of an is sue  th at th ey ne ed to 
re solve. 
Proposal 6: Disciplinary Code
W e recom m ended defeat. W e found th is  to be  an 
un-ne eded addition to th e  by-law s , as  th e re  is  
already sufficent language in our code  of eth ics . 
Th e  national com m itte e  state s : “Th is  w ording 
could be  a tool for future  eth ics  com m itte e s , w h e re  
th ey can point to th e  w ording and say th at certain 
be h aviors  call for som e  form  of punis h m ent.”
Proposal 7: O bligations  of M em bers h ip
W e recom m ended defeat for s im ilar reasons  as  
above. It doe s  not m ak e  s ens e  to m ak e  a list of 
specific offens e s  to be  punis h able, becaus e  leaving 
som eth ing out m ay lead to a looph ole. W e w ill 
as sum e  th os e  elected to th e  eth ics  com m itte e  are  
reasonable people and w ill h andle individual cas e s  
appropriately, w ith out ne eding overly bloated 
language in th e  bylaw s .
Proposal 8: O fficer Nom inations
W e recom m ended adoption. A h ous e k e eping 
ch ange .



Th e Buck eye  Back ch eck
Ne w sle tte r of th e  Colum bus  Ch apte r of th e  Piano Te ch nicians  Guild

O ur next m eeting w ill be  th e  sum m er picnic, 
sch eduled for Saturday August 25. Ch ris  dropped 
a very large h int th at anyone w ith  a big yard is  
w elcom e to h ost!

Butts and Flanges
Dean Nedveck i found an inform ative and 
intere sting w eb s ite  about tuning tem peram ents . 
H e  th ough t th is  s ite  w as  a pretty inform ative and 
easy to follow  th e  tim eline  of th e  creation of th e  
tem peram ents :
Tem peram ents Visualized by Jason Kantor
h ttp://rollingball.com /Tem peram entsFram e s .h tm
Th is  s ite  is  q uite  h elpful in answ ering com m on 
q ue stions , such  as  w h ich  tem peram ent a com pos er 
w as  lik ely expos ed to. It provide s  a ch art w h ich  
visually dem onstrate s  th e  tim e  th e  com pos ers  
lived and th e  tem peram ents  th at w ere  th en 
current. Click able link s  provide  h igh ligh ts  of 
different tem peram ents .         
Th e  tem peram ent date s  and detailed tem peram ent 
inform ation are  draw n prim arily from  Jorgens en's  
tom e , Tuning. Th e  com pos er date s  w ere  q uick ly 
abstracted from  Clas s ical Net's  Tim eline  of 
Com pos ers . 

FALLBO ARD REPAIR
by Tom  Tuner

Th os e  w h o labor am ongst institutional pianos  
in sch ools, college s , cons ervatorie s  of m us ic and th e  
lik e  are  certain to be  fam iliar w ith  th e  
H ow ard/H am ilton 242, 243, 245, ... fam ily as  th e  
w ork h ors e s  of th is  sort of s e rvice .  And adm irably 
durable th ey are , surviving all m anner of abus e  and 
neglect w h ich  tends  to reduce  le s s  sturdy instrum ents  to 
a h opele s s  condition.  O ne  vulnerability w h ich  Baldw in 
w as  very laggard in correcting w as  th e  m atter of th e  
fallboard k nobs , w h ich   you w ill doubtles s  recognize  
from  th e ir abs ence , are  regularly torn out from  pas s ing 
too closely th rough  doorw ays  on th e ir peregrinations  
about th e ir re spective institutions .  For w h atever reason, 
w h eth e r be ing m oved by custodians  or gangs  of 
students  drafted for th e  purpos e , it s e em s  a re q uis ite  
th at th e  fallboard be  clos ed, th us  leaving th e  projecting 
k nobs  liable to be ing snagged, producing large ragged 
h oles  to m ark  th e ir form er locations .

Recognizing a lot sooner th an Baldw in did th at 
th e re  w as  a fundam ental de s ign flaw  h e re  and th at 
s im ply replacing th e  k nobs  w as  futile for th e  obvious  
reason th at th ey w ould last only until th e  next m ove,  I 
took  a leaf from  from  th e  page s  of W urliTzer, w h os e  
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corre sponding m odel, th e  45"  29 80 , never s h ow s  up in 
such  institutional s ettings , but is  found in ch urch e s  in 
enorm ous  num bers  (w h e re  th ey are  s eldom , if ever 
m oved).  W urliTzer’s  better idea w as  rece s s ed finger 
grips  in th e  fallboard, a concept pick ed up at last by 
Baldw in.  Providing th e s e  in existing pianos  w as  a s im ple 
enough  procedure  and elim inated th e  h ole s  w h e re  th e  
screw s  h ad be en dragged out w h ich  left not m uch  to 
anch or replacem ent k nobs  to in any cas e .

Clearly cutting a rece s s  is  a job for a router. 
 Since  one  objective w as  to m ak e  th e  finis h ed w ork  
appear to be  O .E.M . rath er th an an obvious  contrivance a 
fixture  w ould be  re q uired to provide  neatne s s , exact 
location, and sym m etrical duplication, rath er th an fre e -
h and stabs .  Also a bit capable of undercutting w ould be  
nece s sary to provide  a lip for fingertips  to grasp.  For th is  
a dovetail bit sugge sted its elf, h ow ever, a very acute 
angled s h arp edge  to th e  rece s s  w ould be  splintery as  
w ell as  not very pleasant to us e .  H ence  th e  bit w as  
m odified by grinding a groove in th e  cutting edge s  to 
produce a corre sponding rounded edge  to th e  rece s s .  For 
th is  I us ed a cylindrical tungsten carbide  cutter in a 
Drem el M oto-tool.  Th e  router bit and th e  Drem el w ere  
fixed so I could rotate th e  bit w h ile grinding th e  groove. I 
believe th e  cutter w as  about 3/16" diam eter (originally I 
us ed it as  a ch ain-saw  s h arpener, for w h ich  purpos e  it 
w as  really slick  and eas ily produced saw  ch ains  th at w ere  
s h arper th an new ).  Note th at th e  critical dim ens ion is  th e  
distance betw e en th e  top of th e  groove and th e  bottom  of 
th e  bit.  If th is  is  e q ual to or greater th an th e  th ick ne s s  of 

th e  fallboard front som e  com plications  w ill occur as  you 
do not w ant to cut all th e  w ay th rough .  Th e  s im ple router 
fixture  w as  put togeth e r from  scraps :  a 1\4" piece  of 
h ardboard and a couple of 1" stick s , note  th at one  is  
ch am fered at about a 10°  angle to fit th e  slope of th e  
fallboard.  Th e  tem plate is  a 4"x 6" piece  of .030" bras s .

Th e  view  s h ould m ak e  it evident h ow  th e  th ing 
w ork s .  Th e  fixture  is  centered over th e  h ole left by th e  
k nob, clam ped to th e  fallboard, a guide  bus h ing fitted to 
th e  router bas eplate, depth  of cut s et, th e  rece s s  routed out, 
and th en revers ed to do th e  oth er end.  For th e  finis h ing 
touch  th e  bottom  of th e  rece s s  can be  covered w ith  a piece  
of w ood-grained Con-Tak  vinyl s h e et in th e  finis h  
appropriate  to th e  piano, viz.  m ah ogany, w alnut, or blond 
oak .

A couple of note s : a plunge -cut router greatly 
s im plifie s  th e  job, but is  not strictly nece s sary.  If you are  
nervous  about starting th e  cut, drill a flat bottom ed h ole 
just larger th an th e  router bit  w ith  a forstner bit to begin 
th e  cut.  Th is  h elps  s et th e  depth  of cut as  w ell.  Th e  
tem plate s h ow s  s q uared-off ends; w h atever s h ape  you 
m ak e  it th e  guide  bus h ing w ill effectively round th e  ins ide  
corners .
P.S.  Ye s , I k now  th at rece s s -type  draw er pulls are  
available, but th e s e  protrude  to som e  extent, re q uire  a 
substantial m ounting h ole, and w ould not m atch  th e  finis h . 
 By th e  w ay, you can tell w h at m odel th e  piano is  from  th e  
num ber of w ound strings  on th e  bottom  of th e  treble 
bridge .  If th e re  aren't any it's  a 242, and so on.
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O N STR ING SIZ ES
by David Stang
Ph il Walters  recently brough t to m y attention th e  fact th at 
Am erican plain-w ire  string s izing is  different from  m etric 
s izing. European and Japane s e  pianos  are  often specified to 
m etric s ize s . You m ay h ave h eard th at m etric is  “1/2 s ize  
sm aller” th an Am erican s ize . Th at isn't exactly true . 
Each  re spective 1/2 Am erican guage is  e q ual to .001"; s ize  
12, for exam ple, is  .029 ", 12-1/2 is  .030, and so on. Each  
1/2 M etric guage is  e q ual to .025m m ; s ize  12 in m etric is  
.725m m  (=.0285"), 12-1/2 is  .750m m , and so on. 
If one  w ere  to m istak enly read specification intended to be  
m etric but us e  Am erican s ized string, each  string w ould be  
sligh tly larger in diam eter th an w h at th e  de s ign called for. 
Th erefore  each  given string tuned to pitch  w ould h ave a 
little m ore  tens ion com pared to th e  sm aller m etric string. 

H e re  is  a com parison for a few  s ize s :

            mm    in.     diameter   tenson
                         difference   diff.
12 metric  .725  .02854
12 Amer          .029     .00046"   .18 lb

15 metric  .875  .03445
15 Amer          .035     .00055"   .26 lb

18 metric 1.025  .04035
18 Amer          .041     .00065"   .35 lb

21 metric 1.175  .04626
21 Amer          .047     .00074"   .46 lb

Th is  difference  in tens ion, around a h alf-pound at m ost, 
doe s  not s e em  s ignificant to m e , s ince  total tens ion in each  
string is  typically on th e  order of 100 - 200 lbs . To put th is  
in perspective, a s ize  21-1/2 C3 string 38 inch e s  long w ould 
ris e  about 4 cents  in pitch  if given 1/2 pound m ore  tens ion. I 
can not say, th ough , if th is  overall difference  in string s ize  
and tens ion w ould m ak e  a difference  in th e  instrum ent's  
tone .  (Ple as e  contact m e  if you w ould lik e  m ore  
inform ation on th e s e  calculations . I us e d th e  Europe an 
supplie r "Piano Forte "s  w e b s ite , 
w w w .pianoforte supply.com /w ire s ize s .h tm l, and th e  s e rie s  of 
article s  "Th e  Calculating Te ch nician" by Dave  Robe rts , 
PTG Journal, 19 79 , as  re fe re nce s .)

Th e R EAL purpose  of tools
For all th e  craftsm en out th e re  - From  M ark  R itch ie
DRILL PRESS: A tall uprigh t m ach ine  us eful for 
suddenly snatch ing flat m etal bar stock  out of your 
h ands  so th at it sm ack s  you in th e  ch e st.
W IRE W H EEL: Cleans  paint off bolts and th en th row s  
th em  som ew h e re  under th e  w ork bench  w ith  th e  spe ed 
of ligh t.
ELECTRIC H AND DRILL: Norm ally us ed for 
spinning pop rivets  in th e ir h ole s .
H ACKSAW : It m agically transform s  h um an energy 
into a crook ed, unpredictable m otion, and th e  m ore  you 
attem pt to influence its  cours e , th e  m ore  dism al your 
future  becom e s .
TABLE SAW : A large stationary pow er tool com m only 
us ed to launch  w ood projectile s  for te sting w all 
integrity.
PH ILLIPS SCREW DRIVER: Norm ally us ed to stab 
th e  vacuum  s eals under lids  and for opening old-style 
paper-and-tin oil cans  and splas h ing oil on your s h irt; 
but can also be  us ed, as  th e  nam e im plie s , to strip out 
Ph illips  screw  h eads .
BLADE SCREW DRIVER: A tool for opening paint 
cans . Som etim e s  us ed to convert com m on slotted 
screw s  into non-rem ovable screw s .
PRY BAR: A tool us ed to crum ple th e  m etal 
surrounding th at clip or brack et you ne eded to rem ove 
in order to replace a 50 cent part.
H AM M ER: O riginally em ployed as  a w eapon of w ar, 
th e  h am m er now adays  is  us ed as  a k ind of divining rod 
to locate th e  m ost expens ive parts  adjacent to th e  
object w e  are  trying to h it.
H O SE CUTTER: A tool us ed to m ak e  h os e s  too s h ort.
BOX CUTTER: Used to open and slice  th rough  th e  
contents  of cardboard cartons  delivered to your front 
door; w ork s  particularly w ell on contents  such  as  
liq uids  in plastic bottles , collector m agazine s , refund 
ch eck s , and rubber or plastic parts . Especially us eful 
for slicing w ork  cloth e s , but only w h ile in us e .
DAM M IT TOOL: Any h andy tool th at you grab and 
th row  acros s  th e  garage w h ile yelling “DAM M IT” at 
th e  top of your lungs . It is  also, m ost often, th e  next 
tool th at you w ill need.
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w w w .ptgcolum bus.org

Th is  new sletter w as  created us ing th e  open-source  program  Scribus  running on th e  Linux/Ubuntu operating system .

Disclaim er:
All expre s s ions  of opinion and all statem ents  of suppos ed facts  are  publis h ed on th e  auth ority of th e  auth or as  listed and 
are  not to be  regarded as  expre s s ing th e  view s  of th e  Colum bus  Ch apter of th e  Piano Tech nicians  Guild unles s  such  
statem ents  or opinions  h ave be en adopted by th e  ch apter or th e  guild. 
Articles  and illustrations  m ay be  re -printed by oth er PTG new sletters  w ith  proper ack now ledem ent, unles s  oth erw is e  
indicated in th e  article. 

Com m ents , articles , and advertis ing re q ue sts  m ay be  s ent to th e  editor.
David B. Stang, 286 E. Kelso Rd., Colum bus , O H  43202    stang_ db @  yah oo. com

From  Kim  H oe s sly: FO R SALE
I tuned a piano for a lady in W e sterville about 3-4 years  ago and s h e  w ould lik e  to s ell th e  piano. 
It's  about a 19 45-6 Kim ball Studio (Uprigh t cas e  style).  As  I recall, it tuned up ok ay and is  in 
pretty good condition.  Sh e  w ould lik e  to get $300 for it, as  th at is  w h at s h e  paid for it. 
Cons idering its  condition, th at's  a m ore  th an fair price .  It's  not a h uge  uprigh t.
H e r nam e is  Lynn M etzger and h e r ph one  is  614-579 -9 9 37 ; h e r em ail is  lynn2step @  yah oo . com

          Upcom ing Events

Th e PTG 50th  Anniversary Convention is Th is M onth !
If you're  going, h ave a “grand”  tim e!

Am erican Guild of O rganists R egional Convention
       June 25-29 , 2007
Th ere  w ill be  concerts  on som e  of th e  great organs  in th e  Colum bus  area, 
including one  at th e  First Congregational Ch urch  featuring th e ir Beck rath  and 
Kim ball O rgans .      w w w .conference s ite .org/AGO sch ed.h tm

Ch apter Picnic
       Saturday August 25, 2007
Location TBD.




