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Th ere  w ill be  no ch apter m e eting until August 
w h en w e  w ill plan to h ave a picnic.
Kim  sugge sted w e  buy a grand action m odel for 
th e  ch apter to us e  for th e  tech nical exam ination. 
(Th e  one  w e  pre s ently us e  belongs  to an 
individual.) Kim  w ill pursue  th e  purch as e  and w ill 
report back  if th e  cost s e em s  out of line , th at is , 
m ore  th an th e  $300 range .
Th ere  w as  a cons ensus  th at w e  w ould lik e  to h ave 
at least one  speak e r com e in to give a tech nical 
talk  to th e  ch apter next year, and it w ould be  
reasonable to offer th e  paym ent of travel expens e s  
for som eone  to com e in from  out of tow n. 
Th e  National Ch apter h as  purch as ed Sponsored 
Link s  to appear on Google and oth er s earch  s ite s  
in order to direct bus ine s s  to RPTs . 

CH APTER  M EETING M inutes M ay 20, 2008

Th e m e eting w as  h eld at H enderson M us ic. Th ank  you 
very m uch  to th e ir m anagem ent for h osting us .
Attendance : Ch ris  Altenburg, Bob Grubb, M ark  R itch ie , 
Kim  H oe s sly, Victor Wolfe, David Stang.

Treasurer’s R eport

O ur pre s ent total balance is  269 1.20:   2000 face value 
in CDs, 69 1.20 in ch eck ing.
- subm itted by Ron Kenre ich  th rough  em ail.

O ld Busine ss

Th e National Convention w ill be  in Anah e im , June 18-
22. To th e  be st of our k now ledge, no one  from  our 
ch apter w ill be  going except pos s ibly M itch  Staples  if 
O SU pays  for h is  trip.
Th ere  w as  som e  discus s ion of th e  national By-Law s  
proposals, but only inform ally s ince  th e re  w as  not a 
delegate pre s ent to advis e . Th ere  w as  general disfavor 
about th e  proposal to rais e  th e  cost of th e  tuning and 
tech nical exam ination fe e  to $180 and for 1/2 of th e  fe e  
to go to th e  national office .
Th re e  people h ave not renew ed th e ir m em bers h ip th is  
year: M ik e  Varrone, Dana Re idel, M att Scavo. M ik e  
Varrone is  still in th e  bus ine s s  tuning pianos  th ough .
K im  H oe s sly and Ch ris  Altenburg led th e  tech nical 
exam ination to tw o m em bers  of th e  Cincinnati ch apter 
last m onth .  M ark  R itch ie  also as s isted. 

New  Busine ss

Ch apter elections  w ere  h eld and our new  officers  are :
Pre s ident –  Kim  H oe s sly, RPT
Vice -Pre s ident –  Ch ris  Altenburg, RPT
Treasurer –  Ron Kenre ich
Secretary –  David Stang
Congratulations , and th ank  you to past officers  for th e ir 
s e rvice!

Kim  H oe s sly, Pre s . Ch ris  Altenburg, V.P.
&  Im m ediate  past Pre s .

Ron Kenre ich , Treas . David Stang, Secr.

Bob Grubb,
Im m ediate  past V.P.

Ebony Ritch ie ,
M ascot
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From  Kim  H oessly...

M any of you h ave already h eard about Sandy W e st's  
pas s ing follow ing a long illne s s .  I've run th is  by a few  of 
th e  m em bers  and w e  are  agre ed th at it w ould be  
appropriate  to m ak e  a donation to th e  PTG Foundation in 
h e r m em ory.  I th ink  $100 w ould not be  out of line .  I w ill 
w ork  w ith  Ron K. to m ak e  th e s e  arrangem ents  unles s  
som eone  h as  a better sugge stion.  I w ill also s end a note to 
h e r h usband, Pat, on th e  ch apter's  be h alf.
For th os e  of you w h o didn't k now  Sandy, s h e  w as  a 
m em ber of th e  Colum bus  Ch apter a num ber of years  ago 
and w as  very active w ith  PTG and fine  tech nician as  w ell 
as  a be ing a great person to k now .  Sh e  w ill be  sorely 
m is s ed by m any, m any people.
Pleas e  k e ep h e r fam ily in your th ough ts  and  prayers ,
Regards ,
Kim

From  Greg Kottm an (th rough  M ark  R itch ie)...

It is  w ith  sadne s s  th at I report th at Sandy W e st, RPT 
pas s ed aw ay today in Atlanta, GA after a length y 
illne s s .  I h ave no details on arrangem ents  and do not 
expect any local notification.  If I get any m ore  
inform ation, I w ill forw ard.
I k now  th at m any of you k new  Sandy during h e r tim e  
h e re  in Cincinnati and certainly h e r tech nical expertis e  
w as  re spected by all.  If som eone  w h o s h ould be  is  not 
on th e  list, pleas e  forw ard to th em  to m ak e  th em  aw are .
Pleas e  rem em ber h e r h usband, Pat, and th e ir daugh ter 
Robin in your prayers .
Yours ,
Greg Kottm ann

Butts &  Flanges

M ark  R itch ie  brough t in tw o intere sting old tools .  Th e  
Brow n m ulti-purpos e  pliers , and th e  Bas s  String “Re -
toner”. H e  w as  inspired to bring th em  in becaus e  th e  
Journal h as  featured both  recently as  h istorical 
curios itie s . 

W e discus s ed th e  W egm an piano, w h ich  is  uniq ue  in th at 
it h as  no w ooden pinblock : th e  tuning pins  are  driven into 
th e  m etal plate . Th ey are  s h orter th an conventional pins  
and fe el very different w h en be ing turned. Th ere  are  also 
a few  oth er old piano brands  out th e re  w ith  th is  rare  
feature , such  as  som e  old W urlitzers .

Mark 's  M ulti-plie rs  (as  s e e n in th e  M arch  
Journal) still s e rve  as  a h andy tool afte r m any 
ye ars  of us e . Th e y function as  s h ank  be nding 
plie rs , e as ing plie rs , a pin turne r, and a sm all 
clam p. 
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FRO M  O TH ER  NEW SLETTERS

Ch arle y w as  National VP w h e n I e nte re d th e  Guild and 
w as  an inte re sting guy. 
Th ough t you m igh t find it inte re sting and w as  re printe d 
in th e  R h ode  Island Good Vibrations  June  ne w sle tte r - 
M ark  R .

Th e Great Piano Bonfire
By Ch arles  H ueth e r

Atlantic City is  fam ous  for m any th ings  in its  long 
h istory as  a re sort and convention center, but did you 
ever h ear of th e  “Great Piano Bonfire ”?
In 19 04 th e  Convention of th e  National As sociation of 
Piano Dealers  w as  h eld at th e  great re sort city. Th e  turn 
of th e  century w as  also a cris is  tim e  for th e  piano 
industry. Th e  m odern grand and uprigh t h ad reach ed 
th e ir peak  in developm ent. Scale and action de s ign 
w ere  as  such  a stage  of refinem ent th at all instrum ents  
of earlier de s ign w ere  obsolete . And th at m eant 
principally th e  old “s q uare  grand.”
In 19 04 th e  m anufacturers  w ere  building th e  m odern 
uprigh t and grand and th ey h ad to get rid of th e  old 
s q uare s  and th e  problem s  of tak ing th em  in trade . Th e  
piano ow ners  w ere  anxious  to buy th e  new  instrum ents  
but re s isted th e  notion th at th e  old s q uare s  w ere  w orth  
very little as  practical m us ical instrum ents  and even 
le s s  as  trade -ins .
To th e  fore  stepped H arry Edw ard Frenund, Editor of 
th e  “M us ical Age .” W ith  grand rh etoric h e  pre s ented 
and pus h ed for h is  plan, w h ich  w as  to collect as  m any 
s q uare  grands  as  pos s ible and m ak e  a bonfire  of th em . 
As  so, one  th ousand pianos  w ere  collected from  all of 
th e  country, piled h igh  on th e  beach  at Atlantic City 
and, as  a great clim ax to th e  Piano Dealer’s  
Convention, put to th e  torch .
It w as  a great s igh t and th e  publicity w as  trem endous . 
Reports  w ere  in papers  from  coast to coast, not a sm all 
ach ievem ent in th os e  days  before  w ire  s e rvice s  and 
TV. H arry Edw ard Frenund, w ith  typical flouris h e s  of 
th e  day said, “W h at h as  occurred is , I th ink , typical of 
th e  Am erican sprit –  to de stroy th at w h ich  h as  becom e 
us ele s s .”

It h adn’t be en easy to get th e  bonfire  organized for even 
as  long ago as  19 04 th e re  w ere  people w h o just couldn’t 
understand th e  problem s  of bus ine s s . W h en w ord w ent 
out of th e  planned fire , M ayor Story of Atlantic City 
w as  deluged w ith  letters  from  people prote sting and 
as k ing for th e  instrum ents  for th em s elves  or for som e  
ch aritable institution. Furth er, th e  pos s ibility of th e  fire  
getting out of h and and spreading to th e  city w as  a 
m ajor concern for th e re  h ad be en an extens ive fire  just 
th re e  years  earlier. Th e  M ayor said, “No!” H arry 
Edw ard Frenund and h is  supporters  prote sted. Th ey 
th reatened to tak e  th e ir fire  to anoth er ne igh boring 
com m unity, a num ber of w h ich  w ere  eager to 
participate for th e  publicity. And th at tipped th e  scale. 
Th e  M ayor relented and w ith  th e  fire  departm ent and a 
s q uad of police  on h and to k e ep th ings  under control, 
th e  fire  w as  s et.
At 10:10 p.m . on M ay 24, 19 04, H arry Edw ard 
Frenund, put th e  torch  to a pile of one  th ousand 
k e ros ene -soak ed s q uare  grands  and th e  flam e s  leaped to 
th e  s k y. Th ousands  of people cam e from  great distance s  
to w itne s s  th e  conflagration and it w as  reported to be  
s e en tw enty m ile s  out at s ea. Th e  Piano Dealers  joined 
h ands  and danced around th e  fire  and sang songs .
Sym bol of th e  s q uare s  to be  de stroyed w as  an 
instrum ent pained w h ite  and exh ibited at th e  
Convention as  “Th e  Dealers; W h ite  Eleph ant.” It w as  
brough t to th e  m e eting by Frank  P. Anderson of 
Brook lyn and, in addition to be ing painted w h ite  h ad 
“vers e s ” lettered on its  cas e . A few  sam ples : O f all th e  
w ords  of tongue or pen / Th e  sadde s  are  th e s e , “I am  a 
h as  be en.” Anoth er: From  Brook lyn I cam e / Anderson 
is  m y nam e / Th e  Bos s  didn’t give a dam e  / If I do go 
up in flam e . And yet anoth er: No longer th e  dealer w ill 
tear h is  h air / Nor gnas h  h is  te eth  in w ild de spair / M y 
days  are  done  poor old s q uare  / I’ll feed th e  flam e s  by 
th e  salt s ea air.
It is  h oped th at M r. Anderson w as  a better Piano Dealer 
th an a poet.
So add anoth er claim  to fam e to Atlantic City’s  long 
list. And if you ever w onder w h e re  all th e  s q uare  grands  
w ent, w h y th ey w ent to Atlantic City and w ent up in 
sm ok e .
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Th is  new sletter w as  created us ing th e  open-source  program  Scribus  running on th e  Linux/Ubuntu operating system .

Disclaim er:
All expre s s ions  of opinion and all statem ents  of suppos ed facts  are  publis h ed on th e  auth ority of th e  auth or as  listed and 
are  not to be  regarded as  expre s s ing th e  view s  of th e  Colum bus  Ch apter of th e  Piano Tech nicians  Guild unles s  such  
statem ents  or opinions  h ave be en adopted by th e  ch apter or th e  guild. 
Articles  and illustrations  m ay be  re -printed by oth er PTG new sletters  w ith  proper ack now ledgm ent, unles s  oth erw is e  
indicated in th e  article. 

Com m ents , articles , and advertis ing re q ue sts  m ay be  s ent to th e  editor.
David B. Stang, 286 E. Kelso Rd., Colum bus , O H  43202    stang_ db @  yah oo. com

          Upcom ing Events

No ch apter m e etings  in June or July.  H ave a great sum m er.
Don't let your m us ical instrum ents  get too h um id !!

O rgan Concert by M atth ew  W . Scavo
            Sunday, June 8, 2008  4:30pm
            Broad St. Pre sbyterian Ch urch , 760 E. Broad St.
   
National Convention and Tech nical Institute
            June 18 - 22, 2008
            Anah e im , California
            w w w .ptg.org/conv/2008

Ch apter Picnic
            Tim e  and Place TBA
            (Probably during th e  last h alf of August)

Voicing M aster Class
            Sept. 19  - 21, 2008
            PTG H om e O ffice

Central East R egional Sem inar
            O ctober 10 - 12, 2008
            De s  Plaine s , Illinois




