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CH APTER  NEW S AND NO TES

From  th e  Editor
M y apologie s  for th e  tardine s s  of th is  is sue . 
Novem ber s e em s  to be  a m onth  th at flys  by very 
q uick ly, and I'm  sure  you are  all busy readying 
custom ers  for th e  h olidays . 
Th e  oth er day I h ad a custom er w ith  a very out-of-
tune little spinet th at s e rved m ore  as  a m ous e  
h om e  th an a piano for th e  past few  years . It w as  a 
tedious  job at first; h alf of m y tim e  w as  spent 
cleaning it! But in th e  end it turned out th e  
custom er w as  th rilled to h ave a decent piano to 
play again, so I felt pretty good.
So, for th os e  of you w h o m ay be  getting tired of 
tuning th e  not-so-great instrum ents , I give you th is  
q uote  from  Anita Sullivan RPT in th e  Piano 
Te ch nicians  Journal:

Th e w orld ne eds  ordinary people m ak ing m us ic, 
h orde s  of th em  practicing th e ir sm all craft h unch ed 
over th e ir solitary bench e s . ... Let’s  h ave a w h ole 
society full of non-concert pianists  putting som e  
effort into w h at th ey call m us ic. H ow  can th is  be  
anyth ing but good, and h ow  can I do anyth ing but 
bow  to th e  inevitable, and continue  to slave aw ay 
along w ith  h undreds  of m y colleague s  to k e ep 
th e s e  valiant little piano-s h aped objects  from  going 
dow n for th e  th ird tim e , so th at m us ic w ill k e ep 
com ing out of th em  and entering som eone’s  h eart?  

Th e Next Ch apter M eeting
Th e next Colum bus  ch apter m e eting w ill be  
Tue sday Nov. 20, 7:30pm  at th e  Piano 
Ware h ous e , 6370 Proprieter's  Rd., Worth ington. 
Th e  tech nical topic w ill be  a dem onstration and 
som e  experim entation w ith  th e  Pitch Lock  piano 
string coupler. Se e  th e  April 2004 Buck eye  
Back ch eck  on th e  PTGColum bus  new sletter 
arch ive page, or go to w w w .pitch lock .com  for 
m ore  inform ation about th is  product.

CLASSICAL M USIC IN CO LUM BUS

H e re  are  a few  events  com ing up:
Sat,Sun Nov. 10-11
    ProM us ica 
    Anne -M arie  M cDerm ott, piano
    South ern Th eater 5:30 Sat, 7:30 Sun.
Sun. Nov. 11
    G. Dene  Barnard, organ
    First Congregational Ch urch , 4:00pm
Fri, Sun. Nov 16,18
    O pera Colum bus : Th e  Secret Garden
    South en Th eater
Sat. Nov. 17
    Ch am ber M us ic Colum bus
    Verm e er Quartet w . Caroline  H ong, piano
    South ern Th eater, 8pm
Fri, Sat, Sun. Nov 30, Dec 1,2
    Colum bus  Sym ph ony &  Ch orus
    “H oliday Pops ”
    O h io Th eater

TH E CO LUM BUS CH APTER  O F TH E PIANO  
TECH NICIAN'S GUILD

Pre s ide nt: Ch ris Altenburg, RPT
Vice  Pre s ide nt: Bob Grubb, RPT

Tre asure r: R on Kenre ich
Se cre tary: M ik e  Varrone

Im m e diate  Past Pre s ide nt: M ark  R itch ie , RPT
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FRO M  TO M  H ARR  ...
Addendum  to Last M onth 's Article “False Beats”
In discus s ion, and in ligh t of som e  furth er th ough t, I h ave h ad to recons ider m y h ypoth etical explanation for 
h ow  false  beats  com e to afflict pianos .  Th e  “cre eping string” m ech anism  sugge sted m ay w ell be  true , but I 
h ave noticed th at once corrected th e  problem  s eldom  recurrs .  It s e em s  entirely lik ely th at pianos  do not so 
m uch  develop false  beats , but th at th ey h ave th em  from  th e  beginning.  Cons ider th at ne ith e r ch ippers  nor 
factory tuners  are  going to be  concerned about th e  problem , if th ey even notice  it.  And furth er, th at th ey h ave 
ne ith e r th e  tim e  nor th e  inclination to do anyth ing about it.  For pianos  rece iving a factory voicing and 
finis h ing it m ay be  suppos ed th at th e re  is  an incentive to correct it.  As  for dealer prep, if any, w h o k now s? 
 From  m y ow n experience , until I w as  clued-in I accepted false  beats  as  a fact of life  to be  endured.  It now  
s e em s  to m e  th at pianos  m ost com m only h ave false  beats  becaus e  th ey com e out of th e  factory th at w ay and 
stay so until som eone  doe s  som eth ing about it.  Barring, of cours e , som e  oth er defect in string term ination 
developing.

In conclus ion, let m e  point out th at in th e  Taylor Form ula (for th e  fre q uency of of a vibrating string) 
th e re  are  only th re e  term s : tens ion, length  and m as s  per unit length .  Th ere  are  no “h idden variables ” such  as  
tw ists , k ink s , or grem lins .  Since  dens ity and tens ion are  constant, length  is  th e  only variable th at can account 
for for a string generating a beat of its elf.  Th ere  is  no oth er m ech anism  for it to do so.  And th is  applie s  to 
w ound strings  as  w ell.  Slow  beats  h eard tuning bas s  octaves  aris e , not from  a s ingle string, but becaus e  th e  
pairs  of coincident partials cannot all of th em  be  in tune s im ultaneously.  False  beats  are  not noticed m uch  
below  w h ere  th e  dam pers  begin becaus e  th e  additional bit of speak ing length  on th e  bridge  is  too 
incons e q uential a fraction of th e  total length  to m ak e  a distinguis h able beat.  (Noneth ele s s , I h ave pulled 
vertical actions  to acce s s  th e  bridge  and s eat strings  dow n to th e  treble -tenor break  to clear up th e  tone of 
fuzzy unisons .)  Th is  w ould be  even m ore  true  of bas s  strings  (unles s  in th e  cas e  of som eth ing lik e  th e  
M exican grand piano th at figured in one  of Steve Jellen's  tales).

Tech  Tips
by M ark  R itch ie
I recently found th is  flexible extens ion, w ith  th e  h ex 
h ead, for us e  in pow er screw  drivers . Th ey are  
available in s everal different length s , th e  one  pictured 
is  8 inch e s . It w ill m ak e  a bend to nearly 9 0 degre e s , 
and rotate s  ins ide  th e  outer cas ing. It h as  com e in 
h andy on som e  clim ate system  installations  w h e re  
th e re  is  m inim al clearance betw e en beam s  or beam s  
and rim . I noticed th at th e re  is  now  a h uge  s election 
of drill bits  for us e  in th is  application along w ith  th e  
standard screw  driving bits  and h ex h ead screw s . I 
lik e  th e  s ize  of th e  Black  &  Deck e r Pivot Driver 
s h ow n h e re . Th e  h ead pivots  to about a 45 degre e  
angle also perm itting a bit m ore  w ork ing room  in 
tigh t space s . 
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A Bit of H istory

     Th is  h istorical curios ity turned up in th e  cours e  of 
reading about a subject entirely unconnected w ith  
pianos .  I w as  aw are  th at Tonk  Bros . of Ch icago h ad 
engaged in th e  bus ine s s  of constructing piano bench e s  
before  m oving on to m ak ing pianos  and players , but I 
h ad never h eard of a piano stool com pany before . 
 Gary, Indiana, th e  h om etow n celebrated in a song in 
Th e  M us ic M an, w as  built from  scratch  on th e  Indiana 
sand dune s  at th e  tip of Lak e  M ich igan to h ous e  
w ork e rs  at th e  new ly constructed w ork s  in 19 06 by 
U.S. Steel.  Th e  nam e w as  from  Judge Elbert Gary, 
ch airm an of th e  com pany at th e  tim e .
     It m igh t be  w orth  m entioning, before  I forget it 
entirely, th at Gre enfield, O h io w as  once th e  h om e  of 
th e  Neely M anufacturing Co. w h ich  produced practice  
k eyboards  at one  tim e .  No exact date is  k now n, but it 
w as  evidently early in th e  20th  century.  Th e  only 
specim in I h ave s e en w as  only tw o octaves  and of no 
particular soph istication.
 - Tom

FRO M  TH E M USIC TRADES ...
Ch opin's French  Piano M ak er Stak e s Survival on 
$141,000 Grands
By Anne -Sylvaine  Ch as sany, Bloom berg.com
Pleyel's  new  factory in Saint Denis , near Paris , is  on 
th e  frontline s  of th e  200-year-old piano m ak er's  battle 
for survival.
Th e  com pany, founded in Paris  by Austrian com pos er 
Ignaz Pleyel, struggled th rough  tw o w orld w ars , th e  
em ergence  of electronic m us ic and th e  ris e  of Japane s e  
pianos . To stem  th re e  decade s  of los s e s  and tack le th e  
late st th reat -- com petition from  Ch ina -- France's  last 
piano m ak er is  cutting annual production to 30 of th e  
m ost expens ive instrum ents  from  600. It's  elim inating 
uprigh t pianos  from  its  repertoire .
Pleyel is  bank ing on a new  2.8-m eter-long grand piano 
to put th e  French  instrum ent back  into concert h alls. 
Pleyel h as  sold tw o of th e  P280s , w ith  a price  tag of 
m ore  th an 100,000 euros  ($141,000). Its  clas s ic baby 
grands  start at 30,000 euros . 
Pleyel's  revival w on't be  easy. It's  be ing s q ue ezed by 
U.S.- bas ed Ste inw ay in th e  m ark et for th e  bigge st 
grands  and Ch ine s e  m anufacturers  in sales  of sm aller 
m odels .
“Th e  reality is  tough ,” said Francois -Rene  Duch able, a 
French  pianist and Ch opin interpreter. “Pleyel h asn't 
be en in concert h alls for decade s . Pleyel against 
Ste inw ay is  a bit lik e  David against Goliath .”
Pleyel's  soundboard is  m ade  of red spruce  from  th e  
north ern face of th e  m ountains  in Italy's  Fiem m e  
Valley. “Th e  m aterial give s  a piano its  prim ary 
personality,” said Cyril M ordant, a Pleyel tuner.
At th e  turn of th e  20th  century, th e re  w ere  100 piano 
m ak ers  in France, and Pleyel's  original factory in Saint 
Denis  w as  th e  w orld's  large st, M arion said. It m ade  
3,600 pianos  in 19 13, s elling th em  in London, New  
O rleans  and Sydney. Today, Pleyel's  dom e stic m ark et 

Th e Louis  A. Bryan Piano Stool Factory. Founded in 189 2, it 
w as  one  of th e  earlie st industrie s  in w h at becam e Gary.  Ph oto 
Credit: Gary Public Library
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is  s h rink ing. About 10,000 new  pianos  are  sold in 
France each  year, dow n from  45,000 tw o decade s  
ago.
“Th ere 's  a distinct Pleyel sound,” pianist Duch able 
said. “It's  h arm ony-rich , nuanced and poetic. It fits  
Ch opin's  rom anticism  and th e  sm all concert h alls of 
th e  past.”
M arion is  h opeful it can be  part of th e  future , too. 
Rus s ian pianist Boris  Berezovs k y ch os e  to play on 
th e  Pleyel h all's  P280 last year. Duch able w ill 
perform  on it O ct. 13 to celebrate th e  brand's  
birth day.

Read th e  com plete article at: 
h ttp://w w w .bloom berg.com /apps/new s?pid=20601085& s id=a
QM 2yx26bxS8& refer=europe

Playel grand w ith  cas e  de s ign by artist M arco del Re

From  Yam ah a USA: Disk lavierR adio
Buena Park , CA (PRW EB) O ctober 15, 2007 -- 
W ith  th e  recent releas e  of Dis k lavier 2.0, Yam ah a 
introduced Dis k lavierRadio and th e  
Dis k lavierM us icStore . Both  s e rvice s  com bine  th e  
be st aspects  of live perform ance w ith  next-generation 
Internet stream ing tech nology to offer an in-h om e  
entertainm ent experience  th at no radio can touch .
“For 20 years , th e  Yam ah a Dis k lavier line  of 
perform ance reproducing pianos  h as  defined th e  
leading-edge  of m us ic tech nology,” noted Bill 
Brandom , Dis k lavier m ark eting m anager. “W ith  th e  
introduction of Dis k lavierRadio and th e  
Dis k lavierM us ic Store , w e 're  once again m ak ing 
h istory. Now , Yam ah a Dis k lavier ow ners  can tak e  
advantage of Internet stream s  and dow nloads  to 
instantly acce s s  a vast s election of Dis k lavier m us ic 
incorporating M IDI for th e  ultim ate in realism .”
Dis k lavierRadio is  a groundbreak ing s e rvice  th at 
elevate s  stream ing radio to th e  level of a live 
perform ance . Each  station include s  a M IDI fe ed, 
enabling th e  Yam ah a acoustic piano to play live, 

accom panied by specially recorded ens em ble parts , 
for rem ark able realism  and accuracy. Yam ah a 
Dis k lavier ow ners  w h o subscribe  to Dis k lavier Radio 
can ch oos e  from  a range of m us ic stations  including 
Broadw ay, Clas s ical and Sem i-Clas s ical, Country, 
Great Piano Solos, Jazz, Pop, Rock  and Clas s ic Rock , 
Soundtrack s  and Standards . Non-subscribers  can 
acce s s  30-s econd clips  of ch annels, and can stream  a 
com plim entary ch annel featuring full-length , public 
dom ain songs . D is k lavierRadio stream s  s elections  to 
Internet-connected Dis k lavier M ark  IVs, offering 
nonstop entertainm ent, 24 h ours  a day, 7 days  a w e e k . 
Th e  subscriptions  cost $19 .9 5 per m onth  or $19 9 .50 
per year. 
Current Dis k lavier M ark  IV ow ners  can acce s s  
D is k lavierRadio and Dis k lavierM us icStore  
functionality by installing th e  Dis k lavier 2.0 softw are  
upgrade , w h ich  is  available fre e  of ch arge , from  
Yam ah a. Both  s e rvice s  re q uire  a h igh -spe ed Internet 
connection.

Read th e  com plete article at
h ttp://w w w .em ediaw ire .com /releas e s/2007/10/em w 561250.h tm
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w w w .ptgcolum bus.org

Th is  new sletter w as  created us ing th e  open-source  program  Scribus  running on th e  Linux/Ubuntu operating system .

Disclaim er:
All expre s s ions  of opinion and all statem ents  of suppos ed facts  are  publis h ed on th e  auth ority of th e  auth or as  listed and 
are  not to be  regarded as  expre s s ing th e  view s  of th e  Colum bus  Ch apter of th e  Piano Tech nicians  Guild unles s  such  
statem ents  or opinions  h ave be en adopted by th e  ch apter or th e  guild. 
Articles  and illustrations  m ay be  re -printed by oth er PTG new sletters  w ith  proper ack now ledem ent, unles s  oth erw is e  
indicated in th e  article. 

Com m ents , articles , and advertis ing re q ue sts  m ay be  s ent to th e  editor.
David B. Stang, 286 E. Kelso Rd., Colum bus , O H  43202    stang_ db @  yah oo. com

          Upcom ing Events

Ch apter M eeting
            Tue sday Novem ber 20, 7:30pm
            Th e  Piano Ware h ous e , 6370 Proprieter's  Rd, Worth ington
            
   

FO R SALE
[Doug Atk ins  pas s e d th is  on to m e  ... K im  H oe s sly]
I h ave a 19 15 Ch ick e ring th at is  five foot e igh t.  I love th is  piano m y w ife  plays  and th e  
sound is  unbelievable.  Th e  previous  ow ner h ad painted it w h ite  and I h ave alm ost 
finis h ed stripping it to expos e  a beautiful m ah ogany finis h .  I am  m oving and ne ed a 
good h om e  for th is  piano I w ill not h ave th e  room  for it.  Any h elp th at you could give 
m e  w ould be  a h uge  ble s s ing.  I am  not look ing for a lot of m oney our of th is  piano only 
1,000 it is  apprais ed 4,000 I just ne ed to get rid of it alth ough  I h ate  to do so.  If you 
h ave any furth er q ue stions  or fe el as  th ough  you m igh t be  able to h elp pleas e  e -m ail m e  
back . 
 Th ank s
 Andrew  Taylor      ATaylor@ stoveronline .com

COLUM BUS SYM PH ONY DISCOUNT TICKETS
I am  able to obtain a few  discount tick ets  for th e  Colum bus  Sym ph ony &  Ch orus  
H oliday Pops . Let m e  k now  before  11/23 if you're  intere sted (first com e first s e rve). 
David Stang     stang_ db@ yah oo.com  




