ll TECHNICIANS
Volume 32

I COLUMBUS CHAPTER

CHAPTER NEWS AND NOTES

From the Editor

My apologies for the tardiness of this issue.
November seems to be a month that flys by very
quickly, and I'm sure you are all busy readying
customers for the holidays.

The other day I had a customer with a very out-of-
tune little spinet that served more as a mouse
home than a piano for the past few years. It was a
tedious job at first; half of my time was spent
cleaning it! But in the end it turned out the
customer was thrilled to have a decent piano to
play again, so I felt pretty good.

So, for those of you who may be getting tired of
tuning the not-so-great instruments, I give you this
quote from Anita Sullivan RPT in the Piano
Technicians Journal:
The world needs ordinary people making music,
hordes of them practicing their small craft hunched
over their solitary benches. ... Let’s have a whole
society full of non-concert pianists putting some
effort into what they call music. How can this be
anything but good, and how can I do anything but
bow to the inevitable, and continue to slave away
along with hundreds of my colleagues to keep
these valiant little piano-shaped objects from going
down for the third time, so that music will keep
coming out of them and entering someone’s heart?
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The Next Chapter Meeting

The next Columbus chapter meeting will be
Tuesday Nov. 20, 7:30pm at the Piano
Warehouse, 6370 Proprieter's Rd., Worthington.
The technical topic will be a demonstration and
some experimentation with the PitchLock piano
string coupler. See the April 2004 Buckeye
Backcheck on the PTGColumbus newsletter
archive page, or go to www.pitchlock.com for
more information about this product.

CLASSICAL MUSIC IN COLUMBUS

Here are a few events coming up:

Sat,Sun Nov. 10-11
ProMusica
Anne-Marie McDermott, piano
Southern Theater 5:30 Sat, 7:30 Sun.

Sun. Nov. 11
G. Dene Barnard, organ
First Congregational Church, 4:00pm

Fri, Sun. Nov 16,18
Opera Columbus: The Secret Garden
Southen Theater

Sat. Nov. 17
Chamber Music Columbus
Vermeer Quartet w. Caroline Hong, piano
Southern Theater, 8pm

Fri, Sat, Sun. Nov 30, Dec 1,2
Columbus Symphony & Chorus
“Holiday Pops”
Ohio Theater
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Tech Tips
by Mark Ritchie

I recently found this flexible extension, with the hex
head, for use in power screw drivers. They are
available in several different lengths, the one pictured
is 8 inches. It will make a bend to nearly 90 degrees,
and rotates inside the outer casing. It has come in
handy on some climate system installations where
there is minimal clearance between beams or beams
and rim. I noticed that there is now a huge selection
of drill bits for use in this application along with the
standard screw driving bits and hex head screws. I
like the size of the Black & Decker Pivot Driver
shown here. The head pivots to about a 45 degree
angle also permitting a bit more working room in
tight spaces.
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FROM TOM HARR ...
Addendum to Last Month's Article “False Beats”

In discussion, and in light of some further thought, I have had to reconsider my hypothetical explanation for
how false beats come to afflict pianos. The “creeping string” mechanism suggested may well be true, but I
have noticed that once corrected the problem seldom recurrs. It seems entirely likely that pianos do not so
much develop false beats, but that they have them from the beginning. Consider that neither chippers nor
factory tuners are going to be concerned about the problem, if they even notice it. And further, that they have
neither the time nor the inclination to do anything about it. For pianos receiving a factory voicing and
finishing it may be supposed that there is an incentive to correct it. As for dealer prep, if any, who knows?
From my own experience, until I was clued-in I accepted false beats as a fact of life to be endured. It now
seems to me that pianos most commonly have false beats because they come out of the factory that way and
stay so until someone does something about it. Barring, of course, some other defect in string termination
developing.

In conclusion, let me point out that in the Taylor Formula (for the frequency of of a vibrating string)
there are only three terms: tension, length and mass per unit length. There are no “hidden variables” such as
twists, kinks, or gremlins. Since density and tension are constant, length is the only variable that can account
for for a string generating a beat of itself. There is no other mechanism for it to do so. And this applies to
wound strings as well. Slow beats heard tuning bass octaves arise, not from a single string, but because the
pairs of coincident partials cannot all of them be in tune simultaneously. False beats are not noticed much
below where the dampers begin because the additional bit of speaking length on the bridge is too
inconsequential a fraction of the total length to make a distinguishable beat. (Nonetheless, I have pulled
vertical actions to access the bridge and seat strings down to the treble-tenor break to clear up the tone of
fuzzy unisons.) This would be even more true of bass strings (unless in the case of something like the
Mexican grand piano that figured in one of Steve Jellen's tales).
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The Louis A. Bryan Piano Stool Factory. Founded in 1892, it

was one of the earliest industries in what became Gary. Photo
Credit: Gary Public Library

A Bit of History

This historical curiosity turned up in the course of
reading about a subject entirely unconnected with
pianos. I was aware that Tonk Bros. of Chicago had
engaged in the business of constructing piano benches
before moving on to making pianos and players, but [
had never heard of a piano stool company before.

Gary, Indiana, the hometown celebrated in a song in
The Music Man, was built from scratch on the Indiana
sand dunes at the tip of Lake Michigan to house
workers at the newly constructed works in 1906 by
U.S. Steel. The name was from Judge Elbert Gary,
chairman of the company at the time.

It might be worth mentioning, before I forget it
entirely, that Greenfield, Ohio was once the home of
the Neely Manufacturing Co. which produced practice
keyboards at one time. No exact date is known, but it
was evidently early in the 20th century. The only
specimin I have seen was only two octaves and of no
particular sophistication.

- Tom

FROM THE MUSIC TRADES ...

Chopin's French Piano Maker Stakes Survival on
$141,000 Grands

By Anne-Sylvaine Chassany, Bloomberg.com

Pleyel's new factory in Saint Denis, near Paris, is on
the frontlines of the 200-year-old piano maker's battle
for survival.

The company, founded in Paris by Austrian composer
Ignaz Pleyel, struggled through two world wars, the
emergence of electronic music and the rise of Japanese
pianos. To stem three decades of losses and tackle the
latest threat -- competition from China -- France's last
piano maker is cutting annual production to 30 of the
most expensive instruments from 600. It's eliminating
upright pianos from its repertoire.

Pleyel is banking on a new 2.8-meter-long grand piano
to put the French instrument back into concert halls.
Pleyel has sold two of the P280s, with a price tag of
more than 100,000 euros ($141,000). Its classic baby
grands start at 30,000 euros.

Pleyel's revival won't be easy. It's being squeezed by
U.S.- based Steinway in the market for the biggest
grands and Chinese manufacturers in sales of smaller
models.

“The reality is tough,” said Francois-Rene Duchable, a
French pianist and Chopin interpreter. “Pleyel hasn't
been in concert halls for decades. Pleyel against
Steinway is a bit like David against Goliath.”

Pleyel's soundboard is made of red spruce from the
northern face of the mountains in Italy's Fiemme
Valley. “The material gives a piano its primary
personality,” said Cyril Mordant, a Pleyel tuner.

At the turn of the 20th century, there were 100 piano
makers in France, and Pleyel's original factory in Saint
Denis was the world's largest, Marion said. It made
3,600 pianos in 1913, selling them in London, New
Orleans and Sydney. Today, Pleyel's domestic market



The Buckeye Backcheck

Newsletter of the Columbus Chapter of the Piano Technicians Guild

is shrinking. About 10,000 new pianos are sold in
France each year, down from 45,000 two decades
ago.

“There's a distinct Pleyel sound,” pianist Duchable
said. “It's harmony-rich, nuanced and poetic. It fits

Chopin's romanticism and the small concert halls of

the past.”

Marion is hopeful it can be part of the future, too.
Russian pianist Boris Berezovsky chose to play on
the Pleyel hall's P280 last year. Duchable will
perform on it Oct. 13 to celebrate the brand's
birthday.

Read the complete article at:
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601085&sid=a
QM2yx26bxS8&refer=europe

Playel grand with case design by artist Marco del Re

From Yamaha USA: DisklavierRadio

Buena Park, CA (PRWEB) October 15, 2007 --

With the recent release of Disklavier 2.0, Yamaha
introduced DisklavierRadio and the
DisklavierMusicStore. Both services combine the
best aspects of live performance with next-generation
Internet streaming technology to offer an in-home
entertainment experience that no radio can touch.

“For 20 years, the Yamaha Disklavier line of
performance reproducing pianos has defined the
leading-edge of music technology,” noted Bill
Brandom, Disklavier marketing manager. “With the
introduction of DisklavierRadio and the
DisklavierMusic Store, we're once again making
history. Now, Yamaha Disklavier owners can take
advantage of Internet streams and downloads to
instantly access a vast selection of Disklavier music
incorporating MIDI for the ultimate in realism.”

DisklavierRadio is a groundbreaking service that
elevates streaming radio to the level of a live

performance. Each station includes a MIDI feed,
enabling the Yamaha acoustic piano to play live,

accompanied by specially recorded ensemble parts,
for remarkable realism and accuracy. Yamaha
Disklavier owners who subscribe to Disklavier Radio
can choose from a range of music stations including
Broadway, Classical and Semi-Classical, Country,
Great Piano Solos, Jazz, Pop, Rock and Classic Rock,
Soundtracks and Standards. Non-subscribers can
access 30-second clips of channels, and can stream a
complimentary channel featuring full-length, public
domain songs. DisklavierRadio streams selections to
Internet-connected Disklavier Mark IVs, offering
nonstop entertainment, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
The subscriptions cost $19.95 per month or $199.50
per year.

Current Disklavier Mark IV owners can access
DisklavierRadio and DisklavierMusicStore
functionality by installing the Disklavier 2.0 software
upgrade, which is available free of charge, from
Yamaha. Both services require a high-speed Internet
connection.

Read the complete article at
http://www.emediawire.com/releases/2007/10/emw561250.htm
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Upcoming Events

Chapter Meeting

Tuesday November 20, 7:30pm
The Piano Warehouse, 6370 Proprieter's Rd, Worthington

FOR SALE
[Doug Atkins passed this on to me ... Kim Hoessly]

I have a 1915 Chickering that is five foot eight. I love this piano my wife plays and the
sound is unbelievable. The previous owner had painted it white and I have almost
finished stripping it to expose a beautiful mahogany finish. I am moving and need a
good home for this piano I will not have the room for it. Any help that you could give
me would be a huge blessing. I am not looking for a lot of money our of this piano only
1,000 it is appraised 4,000 I just need to get rid of it although I hate to do so. If you
have any further questions or feel as though you might be able to help please e-mail me
back.

Thanks
Andrew Taylor  ATaylor@stoveronline.com

COLUMBUS SYMPHONY DISCOUNT TICKETS

I am able to obtain a few discount tickets for the Columbus Symphony & Chorus
Holiday Pops. Let me know before 11/23 if you're interested (first come first serve).

David Stang  stang_db@yahoo.com

This newsletter was created using the open-source program Scribus running on the Linux/Ubuntu operating system.
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