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M EETING M INUTES SEPT. 16
From  th e  PTG H om e O ffice: 
Under th e  direction of th e  PTG Foundation, th e  
Disaster Relief Program  w as  originally s et up to 
provide  relief to our fellow  tech nicians  in th e  
h urricane -struck en Gulf Coast after th e  Katrina 
devstation. W e encourage everyone to s h are  any 
inform ation th at you m ay h ave regarding th os e  in 
disaster areas . If you or a PTG m em ber you k now  
h ave be en affected, pleas e  get in touch  w ith  th e  
h om e  office . All re q ue sts  for relief are  given 
im m ediate  attention. 
Ch apter New s &  Notes
Tw o form er ch apter m em bers  and a good friend of 
th e  ch apter h ave pas s ed aw ay during th e  past few  
m onth s : Sandy W e st, Al Ensm inger, and Ben 
Bech tel. Al w as  a ch arter m em ber of our ch apter 
and h ad k now n Ben W iant for m any years  and 
m any oth ers  rem em ber h im  fondly.  Ben Bech tel 
w as  a good friend to all of us  and w as  alw ays  
w illing to s h are  h is  vast k now ledge of 
h arps ich ords . W e s ent a $100 donation to th e  PTG 
Foundation in m em ory of Sandy.  Th e  Ch apter 
voted to also s end  $100 donations  in m em ory of 
Al and Ben to th e  Cancer Society and First 
Congregational Ch urch  , re spectively.
Condolence s  to Ph il Walters , w h os e  M oth er and 
Fath er-in-law  both  pas s ed aw ay during th e  sam e  
w e e k  in July. 
O ld Busine ss
We w ould lik e  to h ave a piano in th e  Colum bus  
area to us e  for th e  RPT tuning te st. Th e  6' Yam ah a 
grand at th e  O tterbe in Ch apel is  a pos s ibility. 
Doug Atk ins , th e  clos e st Certified Tuning 
Exam iner, w ould ne ed to inspect and  approve it. 
New  Busine ss
Th e OM TA M us ic Educator's  National Conference  
w ill be  h eld in Colum bus  th is  February. W e m ay 
w ant to s et up a booth , and/or advertis e  in th e ir 
program . 

PRESIDENT'S M ESSAGE
Last sum m er, I did som e  h ik ing at Glacier Nat’l Park  
(H IGH LY recom m end it).  O ne  of th e  h ik e s  w as  
exh austing but fabulous , th e  H igh line  trail, 7.5 m ile s  
up th ru snow fields  (m id July, m ind you) and th en 4 
m ile s  of sw itch back s  dow n.  Th e  4 m ile s  dow n w as  
h arder.  Pound, pound, pound on th e  k ne e s  th rough  a 
burn out area, so no tre e  cover from  th e , by th is  tim e , 
afternoon sun.  Alm ost rem inded m e  of th e  Grand 
Canyon h eat.  At th e  end of th e  trail, th e  road once 
again w ent up for a bit.  I w as  never so h appy to s e e  
uph ill h ik ing in m y life .
I th ink  m ost of us  w ould prefer not to w alk  into a 
tuning and find th at w e  h ave to rais e  pitch  m ore  th an 
30 cents  (not to m ention, 50 or 100 or 150).  But 
from  late spring th ru Sept (and som etim e s  into O ct) 
w e  often get to low er pitch  30-40 cents  (th e re’s  
w h e re  clim ate control system s  really earn th e ir 
k e ep).  So now , w e  really com e into fall and I am  
alw ays  h appy to be  doing th os e  pitch  rais e s  again as  
oppos ed to pitch  low ering!  It’s  just so m uch  h arder 
to k e ep th e  piano from  drifting back  up rath er th an 
back  dow n.  Is  it just m e?
M any, m any th ank s  to Paul Graves  and h is  staff for 
h aving us  over to m e et Paul Rea from  Petrof. 
Pre s entations  from  Com pany Reps  are  alw ays  
intere sting and inform ative .  I h ope  to s e e  you all at 
th e  next m e eting, w h ich  w ill be  at H ugh e s  H all on 
th e  O SU cam pus .  M itch  w ill s h are  som e  tips  on 
pitch  rais ing w ith out m ute s .  Bring your ow n tips  on 
th at topic to s h are  as  w ell.
If you can’t get to Ch icago th is  fall, ch eck  out th e  SE 
Regional conference , O ct 16-19 , in R ich m ond 
Virginia. Early bird registration good until O ct. 5.
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Tech nical Program : Paul R ea of Petrof USA
O ur gue st Paul Rea, Petrof National Service  
M anager, spok e  about th e  Petrof Com pany and som e  
of th e ir late st tech nology, as  w ell as  regulation and 
voicing practice s  h e  h as  found to be  effective and 
efficient. H e  provided each  of us  w ith  a CD 
containing docum ents  of m anuals and recom m ended 
prep and voicing procedure s . (Pre sum ably th e s e  are  
available to any tech  for th e  as k ing.)
Petrof pianos  are  now  im ported and repre s ented in 
th e  US by th e  recently form ed Petrof USA, bas ed in 
San Diego. 
M r. Rea de scibed a few  new  and uniq ue  feature s  of 
Petrof pianos .
Petrof h as  engine ered a one -of-a-k ind cutting 
m ach ine  w h ich  us e s  las ers  to precicely control th e  
s h ape  of grand soundboards . Th e  boards  cut by th is  
m ach ine  h ave s eperate  crow ns  for each  s ection of 
bridge . 
Th e  bridge  caps  on som e  grand m odels are  m ade  of 
different w ood of varying h ardne s s : Rock  m aple on 
th e  bas s  bridge , h ornbeam  on th e  m id s ection, and 
ebony on th e  treble. Th e  varying h ardne s s  
corre sponds  to varying im pedence  ch aracteristics . 
For instance, th e  very h ard ebony is  good at 
transm itting th e  h igh  fre q uencie s  in th e  upper range . 
A very intere sting new  feature  on som e  grands  is  
"M agnetically Accelerated Action". Th is  involves  a 
pair of oppos ing m agnets  in each  w h ippen. Th e  
oppos ing force  of th e  m agnets  provide s  a boost to 
th e  acceleration of th e  k ey w h en it is  pre s s ed, th us  
reducing th e  ne ed for lead in th e  front of th e  k ey. 

Som e experim ents  w ere  
done  during th e  
developm ent of th is  
s ystem  w h e re  players  
claim ed th ey w ere  le s s  
tired after playing on an 
instrum ent w ith  th e  
m agnets  com pared to 
one  w ith out but w ith  th e  
sam e  dow n-w e igh t. 
M r. Rea also 
dem onstrated a few  

regulation and voicing procedure s  h e  lik e s  to us e . 
H e  brough t out th e  idea th at "full sound" voicing is  
different from  "attack " voicing. Th e  full sound is  
voiced by treating th e  bulk  of th e  h am m er, w h ile 
attack  is  voiced by treating th e  surface of th e  
h am m er. H e  s h ow ed a few  tools h e  lik e s  to us e , such  
as  a dental m olar extractor to s q ue eze  th e  s ide s  of a 
h am m er, and a surgeon's  tow el clam p w ith  very 
s h arp points  to ne edle into th e  s ide s . For h ardening 
th e  attack , h e  sugge sted applying a very sm all 
am ount of a 10-to-1 solution of polyuruth ane  
sanding-s ealer and acetone . 
For m ore  on Petrof pianos  and th e ir contact 
inform ation, go to w w w .petrofusa.com .

Upcom ing M eetings
O ctober 21 at M itch  Staples ' office  at O SU. M itch  
w ill lead a discus s ion about pitch  rais ing. (Park  in th e  
O h io Union garage at H igh  St. &  12th  Ave. From  
th e re , w alk  east along th e  south  end of th e  oval. 
H ugh e s  h all is  189 9  College Rd., at th e  S.E. corner of 
th e  oval. Th e  m e eting m ay be  in anoth er room  due  to 
space cons iderations  in M itch 's  s h op, in w h ich  cas e  
th e re  w ill be  a note on th e  door.)
Novem ber 18 at Bryan H atzler's  s h op. 
In th e  w ork s  for next year: M ik e  M asters , RPT of th e  
Cleveland Ch apter on diagnostics; and CERVP 
Rich ard Bittner, RPT
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NEW  PRO DUCT
Th e QuicKey Leveler™  
Th e QuicKey Leveler™  piano k ey leveling m eth od 
cons ists  of a rail apparatus  and softw are  program . 
Th e  rail apparatus  is  de s igned w ith  a universal 
m ounting system  th at pos itions  a precis ion m easuring 
device  over th e  piano k eyboard. Th e  m easuring 
device  provide s  th e  pos ition data for all k eys  (w h ite  
and black ) in th e  re st and depre s s ed state , w ith out any 
disas s em bly of th e  piano. Th e  data collected from  th e  
m easuring device  is  applied to th e  QuicKey 
Leveler™ Softw are  program  w h e re  it is  analyzed 
us ing a soph isticated m ath em atical m odel.  Th e  
QuicKey Leveler™ Softw are  program  th en returns  to 
th e  tech nician a data s et th at instructs  h ow  each  k ey 
m ust be  adjusted at th e  balance and front rail bas ed 
on an arch ed, straigh t or optim ized leveling plane . 
H e re’s  th e  be st part …  all th e  k eys  m ay th en be  
rem oved to provide  a w ell lit unconfined w ork  area 
w h e re  punch ings  at th e  balance rail and front rail can 
be  eas ily adjusted and returned to th e  k ey pins . No 
m ore  repetitive m otion and gue s s  w ork !
M ore  inform ation is  at w w w .levelw ith m e .net

FRO M  TH E NEW  YO RK TIM ES

H enry Z . Ste inw ay, th e  last Ste inw ay to run th e  piano-
m ak ing com pany h is  fam ily started in 1853, died 
Th ursday at h is  h om e  in M anh attan. H e  w as  9 3.
H enry Z iegler Ste inw ay w as  born in 19 15, and th e  
great-grandson of H e inrich  Engelh ard Ste inw ay, and 
son of Th eodire  E. Ste inw ay. H e  joined th e  com pany 
after graduating from  H arvard in 19 37 and began h is  
care er by building pianos , just as  h is  fath er and 
uncles  h ad. In th e  19 40s  M r. Ste inw ay began 
overs e e ing operations  at th e  com pany’s  th re e  
factorie s  in Queens . 
H e  becam e th e  factory m anager after th e  w ar and 
pre s ident of th e  com pany in 19 55, w h en h is  fath er 
m ade  a surpris e  announcem ent th at h e  w as  stepping 
dow n, im m ediately.
H e  gave up ch airm ans h ip w h en h e  retired at 65, but 
h e  never really left. Until a few  m onth s  ago, h e  w ent 
to Ste inw ay H all m ost days . H e  also w ent to th e  
factory to autograph  just-finis h ed pianos , s igning th e  
cast-iron plate s  w ith  felt-tip pens . At tim e s  h e  s e rved 
as  a goodw ill am bas sador, vis iting piano dealers  and 
attending m us ic-industry conventions .

read th e  com plete article at:
h ttp://w w w .nytim e s .com /2008/09 /19 /arts/m us ic/19 ste inw ay.h tm l

FRO M  TH E CO LUM BUS DISPATCH
Th om as Allen H ech e sk y, age  51, of Colum bus , died suddenly on Septem ber 8, 2008. Preceded in death  by 
fath er Eugene  H ech e s k y and m oth er-in-law  Pennie  H aine s . Survived by w ife  of 22 years , Lennie; daugh ter, 
Leigh  H ech e s k y; m oth er, Virginia H ech e s k y; s isters , Sue (Ed) Ryan of Pick erington, Kay (Bob) Cirino of 
W e sterville and Carol (Steve) M oore  of As h ville; fath er-in-law , Jerry H aine s; s ister-in-law , Tam i M iller; 
broth ers -in-law , Gerald and Fred H aine s; m any niece s , neph ew s , aunts , uncles , cous ins  and friends . Tom  is  
a graduate of M arion-Frank lin H igh  Sch ool. Lifelong care er in piano re storation w h ich  h e  took  great pride  
in h is  w ork . Form er ow ner of th e  Broth ers '-in-law . Tom 's  true  pas s ion w as  fis h ing w h ich  h e  s h ared w ith  h is  
fam ily and friends  every ch ance h e  h ad. 



FRO M  TO M  H ARR
String Loops
I regret not h aving contributed to th e  Back ch eck  lately, but noth ing h as  com e up to be  w orth  rem ark ing on. 
 H e re  is  one  topic th at aros e  on an Internet forum :  m ak ing string loops  in h eavy gauge w ire .  Th e  q ue stion 
w as  about m ak ing “germ an” loops .  Th e  trick  h e re  is  to form  th e  eye  around a nail of th e  appropriate  diam eter 
th at is  s iezed in a stout m ach inist's  vis e  bolted to a stout bench  (preferably anch ored to th e  floor).  You do not 
w ant it w alk ing around w h en you apply som e  force .  For “englis h ” loops , of th e  type  found on bas s  strings , 
you can us e  a looping m ach ine  up to about #20 or #21 gauge .  H eavier w ire  w ill not w ork  in th e  m ach ine  and 
m ay tear it up, so th ey w ill h ave to be  m ade  fre e -h and in th e  vis e .  
Som e points  to note :  th e  length s  of th e  w ire  s h ould be  sufficient to allow  you generous  “h andles ” as  you w ill 
need to pull h ard to m ak e  a neat tw ist.  After form ing th e  eye  and s iezing it in th e  vis e  th e  angle betw e en th e  
tw o w ire s  determ ine s  th e  pitch  of th e  tw ist.  After about tw o turns  of th e  tw ist clam p th at portion in th e  vis e  
jaw s  and continue  anoth er tw o turns .  Continue  doing so until th e  tw ist is  th e  de s ired length .  Ke eping it 
clam ped h elps  to k e ep it straigh t and neat.  Fter m ak ing th e  turn at th e  end of th e  tw ist and clipping off th e  
running end s h ort you can close  up th e  turn by s q ue ezing it in th e  vis e  jaw s  and straigh ten out any k ink s . 
 Be s ide s  replacem ent s ingle -ended strings , or re stringing say a Ch ick e ring grand, very h eavy gauge string 
loops  are  h andy for splicing bas s  strings  th at h ave brok en at th e  bridge  pin.  Us ing th e  original loop re q uire s  
m ak ing a double splice  acros s  th e  bridge ,  w h ich  is  a m ite  trick y.  Th at's  anoth er article.
Pictured h e re  is  th e  Sch aff looping m ach ine  m odified to m ak e  “germ an” loops  a bit sm aller and neater th an is  
oth e rw is e  pos s ible . 

Tom  h as  poste d a s e rie s  of picture s  of loop-m ak ing on h is  "Flick r" page  at w w w .flick r.com /ph otos/tom _ tune r. 
I re com m e nd vis iting th is  page  be caus e  h e  h as  a bunch  of oth e r inte re sting picture s  th e re  as  w e ll.  -e d.

An H istorical Note 
Our First Fam ily's  H om e . Th e Oh io Governor's  H om e and H eritage Garden  
O h io Univers ity Pre s s  2008.
Th is  recent book  on th e  current O h io Governor's  official h om e  in Bexley m ak e s  note  of th e  first “Governor's  
M ans ion”, 19 19 -19 56, w h ich  w as  th e  h ous e  at 1234 E. Broad St. built by Ch arles  H . Lindenberg in 19 05. 
 Lindenberg m ade  h is  fortune as  a founder of M .C.Lilley &  Co., m ak ers  of “fraternal regalia” (for th e  M asons , 
Sh riners , O dd Fellow s , and s im ilar organizations).  M ore  to th e  point, h e  w as  a principal in Th e  Colum bus  
Piano Co. m ak ers  of th e  “Lindenberg” player-piano, th e  only such  m anufacturer in central O h io th at I k now  
of.  Th e  Lindenberg m ans ion still exists  as  th e  h om e  of th e  Colum bus  Foundation.
Th e  pre s ent governor's  h ous e  w as  built by M alcolm  Jeffrey of th e  w ell-k now n Jeffrey M anufacturing Co. 
w h ich  produced m ining e q uipm ent in Colum bus  for m any years .  Up to 19 17 th e  governor w as  expected to 
provide  h is  ow n digs  until th e  (in)fam ous  Jam e s  M . “Bos s ” Cox found out th at h is  ch oice  h ad be en pre -em pted 
by h is  s ecretary of state .  Th e  legislature  q uick ly enacted a bill to prevent any future  contretem ps  by providing 
an “official” re s idence .
Th e  book  also contains  ph otos  of native O h io plants  to be  found in th e  garden. 
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w w w .ptgcolum bus.org

Th is  new sletter w as  created us ing th e  open-source  program  Scribus  running on th e  Linux/Ubuntu operating system .

Disclaim er:
All expre s s ions  of opinion and all statem ents  of suppos ed facts  are  publis h ed on th e  auth ority of th e  auth or as  listed and 
are  not to be  regarded as  expre s s ing th e  view s  of th e  Colum bus  Ch apter of th e  Piano Tech nicians  Guild unles s  such  
statem ents  or opinions  h ave be en adopted by th e  ch apter or th e  guild. 
Articles  and illustrations  m ay be  re -printed by oth er PTG new sletters  w ith  proper ack now ledgm ent, unles s  oth erw is e  
indicated in th e  article. 

Com m ents , articles , and advertis ing re q ue sts  m ay be  s ent to th e  editor.
David B. Stang, 286 E. Kelso Rd., Colum bus , O H  43202    stang_ db @  yah oo. com

          Upcom ing Events

Ch apter M eeting
           Tue sday O ctober 21, 7:30pm
           M itch  Staples ' office , 09  H ugh e s  H all, O SU
           Tech nical Topic: Discus s ion of pitch  rais ing

Central East R egional Sem inar
            O ctober 10 - 12, 2008
            De s  Plaine s , Illinois

South east R egional Conference
           O ctober 16-19 , 2008
           R ich m ond, VA

Ch apter M eeting
           Tue sday Novem ber 18, 7:30pm
           Bryan H artzler's  Sh op
           1179  S. Galena Rd.
           Tech nical Topic: Bryan's  Baldw in re storation

Annual Convention and Institute
           July 15 - 19 , 2009
           Grand Rapids , M ich igan
           Vis it w w w .ptg.org/conv/2009
           Book m ark  it and ch eck  often for update s .
           

Presid ent
Vice -Pre sid ent
Treasurer
Secretary 

Kim  H oe s sly, RPT
Ch ris  Altenburg. RPT

Ron Kenre ich
   David Stang

Colum bus Ch apter 
of th e  Piano Tech nicians Guild

Contributions and picture s  for 
th e Buck eye Back ch eck  and th e 
w eb page are alw ays w elcom e, 
(even if th ey are only periph -
e rally related to pianos)!
 - David

FROM  TH E W EB-M ASTER
M ak e  sure  your contact info on th e  
M EM BERS page is  up-to-date . Contact 
m e  at stang_ db@ yah oo.com  w h en th e re  
are  ch ange s . Th ank s ! 
- Dave

Th ank  you to Kim  H oe s sly, M ark  R itch ie , and Tom  H arr for th e ir contributions  and sugge stions . 




